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The Secret 
By Ida A. Guirey 


John 15:5 ~ 


HE secret of power, of peace and of 
joy, 
Of grace to be patient when trials annoy, 
Is just to abide in our wonderful Lord 
And daily to feed on His precious Word. 


This is the only way I know 

In all the fullness of Christ to grow— 
To feed and abide, to abide and to feed, 
The Lord supplying all our need. 


“s 
Willing To Be Corrected 


Teachableness is one of the most 
important qualifications of every Chris- 
tian worker. It is especially needed by 
younger workers, by Sunday school 


- teachers, by new missionaries, and even 


superintendents, pastors, and church of- 
ficers ought to be willing to take sug- 
gestions. The work of leaders is made 
doubly hard where this quality is lack- 
ing in_ those under them, and when it 
is present it is a real encouragement. 
It compensates for many mistakes, fail- 
ures, and lack of previous training. A 
missionary writes of a native girl who 
is ‘helping her: “What a joy she is! 
She is very eager to learn, and each time 


I correct her, she thanks me, and Says, 
‘Teach me’ (‘make me know,’ literally). 
She can now iron very nicely, make 


delicious bread, and wash dishes the way 
I want them washed! Today she said 
to me, ‘I have a great desire to know 
God’s Word. Please teach me, every 
little moment we have.’ What an en- 
couragement! Do pray for her. There 
is no other like her.” This humble, 
teachable attitude makes the mission- 
ary’s work easier and prepares the way 
for the girl to learn rapidly. If a young 
missionary resents correction and sug- 
gestions given by a leader, it shows 
short-sightedness and pride on the part 
of the younger worker. It hinders his 
advancement in the work; and, if it is 
persisted in, it will eventually ruin his 
usefulness. It shows that he is not really 
giving Christ the pre-eminence in all 
things and putting God’s glory first. _ If 
we would only remember to what extent 
Christ, the sinless one, humbled Himself, 
it would not be hard to humble our- 
selves under His mighty hand—and He 





often uses those who have the rule over 
us to humble us. Christ “made himself 
of no reputation, and took upon him. 
the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men: and being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:7, 8). 
One secret of rest of heart is meekness. 
This is intimated in Christ’s great invita- 
tion: “Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls, For my yoke is easy, and my bur- 
den is light” (Matt. 11:28-30). The 
writer of Hebrews exhorts us, “Obey 
them that have the rule over you” (Heb. 
13:17); and Peter says, “Humble your- 
selves therefore under the mighty hand 
of God, that he may exalt you in due 
time” (1 Pet. 5:6). 


Crowning Christ King in the Home 


By Douglas C. Hartley, Vancouver, B. C. 


the Lord Jesus instructed that “re- 
pentance and remission of sins should 

be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem” (Luke 
24:47). There are Scriptural reasons for 
believing that He meant, not only in our 
own home towns, but in the immediate 
family circle as well. Crowning Christ 
King in the earthly home means a more 
abundant present life, and more loved 
ones to greet us.in the heavenly Home. 
The low ebb of Christian living today 
has four causes, all traceable to changes 
brought about by two world wars and 
the resultant conditions, although it is 


[: LEAVING His earliest followers, 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“Thus saith the Lord, the Holy 
One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask 
me of things to come concerning 
my sons, and concerning the work 
of my hands command ye me” 
(Isa. 45:11). 
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equally true that both are the product 
of this same low level of Christian stand- 
ards: (1) Life is pitched at an ever-in- 
creasing tempo; (2) There are more out- 
side activities to take people of all ages 
from the home, or to distract their at- 
tention while in it; (3) The family altar 
has been crowded out and broken down; 
(4) We are in a time of great apostasy. 

Man is naturally wicked, selfish, and 
willful, and where Christ is not fully 
crowned as spiritual head of the home, 
we see humans at their worst. Outside, 
we put our best foot forward because 
employers and others we contact insist 
on some standard of service, thoughtful- 
ness, and common courtesy. Genuine 
Christians will crown Christ King of 
their lives, and if they are prepared to 
go all the way, He will control in family 
contacts. “For whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is my brother, and 
my sister, and mother” (Mark 3:35.) 

It is emphasized repeatedly that 
there are only two families in the world 
(1 John 3:8-10), and when trying condi- 
tions arise in the home, and in other 
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circumstances where results are impor- 
tant, blood will tell—showing us as godly 
or satanic. Salvation is not selfish. We 
are told to witness, “beginning at Jer- 
usalem,” or in home contacts. The best 
way to preach Christ is to lift Him up 
(John 12:32) as the standard of our be- 
havior. 

Home is the most trying place: all 
members of the family may not be Chris- 
tians; contacts are closer and mare pro- 
longed, which tends toward familiarity; 
and decisions, which under other circum- 
stances could be considered personal, 
have a direct effect upon all. Christian 
living in the home entails a Christlike 
attitude—unselfishness, co-operation, and 
loyalty. All aspects of any question 
will be considered, and, where Christ 
controls, decisions are bound to be for 
the common good of all. 

The importance of proper family re- 
lationships is stressed repeatedly in 
God’s Word. Ephesians 5:22 to 6:4 lays 
down behavior between family members, 
and is used as a type of family relation- 
ships between Christ and the Church. 
While Christ, as a young boy, was fully 
conscious of His mission in the world, 
and His _ responsibility toward God 
(Luke 2:49), being subject to His earthly 
family He benefited in every way, and 
“increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in favour with God and man” (v. 52), 
How may we build a Christian home? 


I. THe FOUNDATION 


“Except the Lord build the house, they 
labour in vain that build it” (Psa. 127:1), 

Recognizing the similarity between the 
Church and the family, it is obvious that 
the home must be founded on the Rock 
of Peter’s pronouncement that “thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God,” 
of which Christ said, “Upon this rock I 
will build my church; and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt, 
16:16, 18). 'Such a house will stand. 


Il. THe MArTertafs 


Obedience, unselfishness, loyalty, and 
sharing (or co-operation) are the mate- 
rials. Before obedience, there must be 
a head; our earthly father is the natural 
head, as Christ is the spiritual head. 
“For the husband is the head of the wife, 
even as Christ is the head of the church” 
(Eph. 5:23). “For thy Maker is thine 
husband” (Isa. 54:5). 
1. Obedience to parents is a command 
coupled with promise: “Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord: for this is 
right. Honour thy father and mother; 
which is the first commandment with 
promise; that it may be well with thee/ 
and thou mayest live long on the earth” 
(Eph. 6:1-3). “My son, hear the in- 
struction of thy father, and forsake not 
the law of thy mother: for they shall 
be an ornament of grace unto thy head, 
‘and chains about thy neck” (Prov, 1:8, 
9). 

In Matthew 19:16-19, among other in- 
structions as to our attitude towards 
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others—things that any good person even 
though outside Christ can do—the Lord 
Jesus quoted, to the young man who in- 
quired how he might have eternal life, 
the command to honor his parents. He 
did not quote, “Thou shalt have no other 
‘gods before me.” But, when Christ told 
him to sell all and give to the poor, the 
young man went away sorrowful, be- 
cause he had great possessions. They 
were his god, just as work, sports, hob- 
bies, plain self, or anything else we put 
ahead of Christ can stand between God 
and us. We must put Christ first. 
Obedience is also pleasing to God: 
“Children, obey your parents in all 
things: for this is well pleasing unto the 
Lord” (Col, 3:20). It is apparent from 
1 Timothy 3:1-13 that we must first learn 





The Revelation Series 
in Book Form 


ANY Sunpay Scuoot Times 

readers have inquired if the 
series of twenty-four articles on 
the Book of Revelation, by Mr. 
Edgar Ainslie, which have ap- 
peared in the Trmes from March 
13 through September 4, will be 
made available in book form. 

The Times is glad to announce 
that-this entire series will be pub- 
lished as a book under the title, 
“The Dawn of the Scarlet Age— 
Studies in the Book of Revelation,” 
possibly in November of this year. 

Undoubtedly you will want to 
have for yourself these timely, 
challenging, and informing studies 
in permanent form, and there will 
also be friends and relatives t6 
whom you will wish to send the 
book. The price will be $2, post- 
paid, and orders may be sent at 
once, to be filled as soon as copies 
are available. Just address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadel- 
phia 5, and state number of copies 
you wish. 


~ 











to handle ourselves in obedience, before 
God will permit us to dea] with others 
in service to Him. A deacon must first 
show that he is master of his own house, 
and have other qualities indicating that 
Christ is King in his family relationships, 

2. The next material is unselfishness. 
God wills that we should be humble and 
put others first: “When thou art bidden 
... to a wedding, sit not down in the 
highest room . . . but . . . in the lowest 
... for whosoever exalteth himself shall 
be abased, and he that humbleth himself 
shall be exalted” (Luke 14:8-11). “There- 
fore, all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them: for this is the law and the proph- 
ets” (Matt. 7:12). 

All must humbly empty themselves 
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and become as little children before they 
can have salvation. The Christian walk 


is “none of self, and all of Thee.” We * 
must meet home problems unselfishly, as 
Christ would. 

3. There must also be loyalty. This 
does not mean to defend your country, 
home, or family “right or wrong,” but to 
insist upon nothing but the best for all 
three. This demands the presence and 
honoring of Christ. If you are true to 
Christ, you will be true to your country, 
your family, and your home. 

Loyalty includes rejoicing with other 
members of the family, instead of resent- 
ing their cause for rejoicing: “Rejoice 
with- me; for I have found the piece 
which I had lost,” invited the woman of 
Luke 15:8, 9. The prodigal’s father said 
to his other son: “Son, thou art ever 
with me, and all that I have is thine. 
It was meet that we should make merry, 
and be glad: for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again; and was lost, 
and is found” (Luke 15:31, 32). 

Loyalty also embraces sympathy with 
family members in trouble and adver- 
sity: “Blessed be . . . the God of all 
comfort; who comforteth us in all our 


(Continued on page 774) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The Best Instruments for 
Christian Music 


We represent a small group of 
church folk who use our talents and 
instruments in our church services as 
conditions permit, 

In the past our little orchestra con- 
sisted of three violins, two mandolins, 
three guitars, piano, and sometimes a 
cornet and/or a saxophone. 

During a recent conference we used 
the following instruments: one violin, 
one mandolin, two saxophones, one 
flute, two clarinets, and the piano. We 
are not talking about balance—as chil- 
.dren participated for the experience 
they might have—but the large num- 
ber of people present overshadowed 
the playing due to the nearly one hun- 
dred per cent joining in the singing. 

Please tell me if any of the above 
instruments might tend in any manner 
to detract from the spirituality of the 
service, and if so, why? 

Would greatly appreciate your see- 
ing that this request is placed in the 
hands of a_ well-qualified religious 
musical director, who after considering 
the above would give his answer.—A 
Montana reader. . 

This problem was submitted to Mr. 
Gordon A, Curtis, director of music at 
the Philadelphia Bible Institute, and 
conductor of the Bible Institute Chorale. 
Mr. Curtis has had a thorough training 
in vocal music, both as a soloist and 
leader; he was for some time director 
of music at Faith Theological Seminary, 


(Continued on page 775) 
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I. The Coming of the Lord kak) 


A study of passages giving the order of events 








second coming of the Lord is 
described in 1 Thessalonians 4:15 to 
5:11. This passage should be read 
without the unfortunate chapter break 
after verse 18. Space does not permit its 
being printed here in full 
The following outline will be helpful: 
1. The Lord descends from “Heaven 
. Gv. 16a). 

2. The resurrection and rapture of 
those that are “in Christ” (vs. 16b, 
17). 

3. The Day of the Lord comes unex- 
pectedly, with sudden destruction 
upon “them,” i.e., those that are 
not “in Christ” (vs, 1-3). 

4. That day shall not come upon those 
“in Christ,” because they are not 
of darkness, but children of light 
(vs. 4, 5). 

5. A parenthetical admonition. In 
view of their position, children of 
light should watch and be sober 
(vs. 6-8). 

6. Those in Christ not appointed unto 
wrath (of the Day of the Lord), 
but to live together with the Lord 
Jesus Christ (vs. 9, 10). 

7. Deliverance from the wrath of the 
Day of the Lord and assurance of 
dwelling with Christ—the grounds 
for comfort and edification (v. 11). 


Not a Momentary Event « 


The second coming of the Lord is 
usually thought of as a momentary event. 
There is muth, however, to show that it 
refers to a period of time during which 
several events transpire. The first com- 
ing of the Lord definitely included more 
than the birth in the stable in Bethle- 
hem. It also included His subsequent 
presence for thirty-three years, termi- 
nating with His ascension forty days 
after His resurrection. During the time 
up to His death He was seen by both be- 
lievers and unbelievers. During the 
forty days after His resurrection He was 
seen only by “witnesses chosen before of 
God,” all of whom were believers, 


The Second Coming should be thought 
of in the same way. It will cover a 
period of time during which a series of 
events will transpire. At the beginning 
of this coming He will show Himself only 
to believers. Later, during His subse- 
quent presence, He will be seen by all 
the tribes of the earth. There is much 
to support this meaning of the Lord’s 
coming. 

The Greek word parousia, used in the 
original, according to standard Greek 
lexicons, means both an “arrival and a 
subsequent presence with.” In 2 Corin- 


thians 10:10 and Philippians 2:12 it is 
translated by the word “presence.” 


In preceding issues the Times has 
published two articles by Lieut. Gen. 
Wm. K. Harrison, Jr., showing that 
the rapturé of the Church will take 
place before the Tribulation. This 
is the first of two articles by Mr. 
Strombeck, a Christian businessman, 
on the same general subject. His 
second article, to be published next 
week, is on “The Rapture and the 
Types.” As explained in the Editor’s 
note, General Harrison’s and Mr. 
Strombeck’s articles were written in- 
dependently and reached The Sun- 
day School Times at about the same 
time. They represent the position 
that The Sunday School Times has 
held for many years, and the Times 
is glad of the opportunity to present 
these careful studies to its readers as 
a short series of four articles. 








In the American Standard Version, a 
footnote to Matthew 24:3, 27, 37, and 39; 


By J. F. STROMBECK 


\ 
extend over a period of time. According 
to the Authorized Standard Version, the 
wicked one shall be brought “to nought 
by the manifestation of His coming,” 
or, according to the footnote, “by the 
manifestation of His presence.” A mani- 
festation is that which makes evident to 
the senses, especially the sight, some- 
thing already in existence. His presence, 
not previously evident to the, wicked one, 
will shine forth and bring the wicked 
one to nought. This clearly indicates 
that a period of time will elapse between 


‘the time the Lord descends from Heaven 


1 Thessalonians 4:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:1 , 


and 8, and other passages in which par- 
ousia occurs, reads, “Gr., presence.” Thus, 
these passages should read “the presence 
of the Son of man” or “the presence of 
the Lord.” ° 

Luke in 17:26; recording the same dis- 
course that Matthew did in 24:37, used 
the expression, “So shall it be also in 
the days of the Son of man”; while Mat- 
thew wrote, “So shall also the coming 
{parousia] of the Son of man be.” As 
both of these expressions convey the 
same words spoken by the Lord Jesus, 
the “coming of the Son of man” must 
then extend over a period of time and 
be of longer duration than the mere ar- 
rival. ; 

Again, 2 Thessalonians 2:8 supports the 
thought that the Second Ceming will 





ILL the Church pass through 

the Great Tribulation? Sun- 
pay ScHoot TrmeEs readers will be 
glad to be reminded of an excel- 
lent pamphlet on this subject writ- 
ten in 1917 by Dr. C. I. Scofield, the 
editor of the “Scofield Reference 
Bibie.* It bears this very ques- 
tion as its title, “Will the Church 
Pass Through the Great Tribula- 
tion?” It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
at 10 cents each; 50 cents for six; 
90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 
a hundred. Why not send for a 
supply for your school or class, or 
for your tract case? 














and the time that the wicked one is 
brought to nought. 

This. brief explanation of the duration 
of the second coming, of the Lord is 
needed to arrive at an understanding of 
the passage that is being studied. 

The descent of the Lord from Heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God is the 
arrival aspect of His coming, that is, His 
presence. This description of His arrival 
suggests at once a threefold purpose to 
His coming that corresponds with the 
threefold division of mankind into the 
Jews, the Gentiles, and the Church of 
God (Christ), 


The Resurrection of Lazarus, a Type 

The shout is mentioned first: It is the 
voice of the Son of God (John 5:25) by 
which the dead in Christ are raised first. 
When Jesus came to the grave of Laz- 
arus, He cried with a loud voice, and 
he came forth (John 11:43). The resur- 
rection of Lazarus is a type of the resur- 
rection of the dead in Christ. . 

The voice of the archangel is for the 
Jew, ie., Israel. According to Jude 9 
the archangel is Michael, and Daniel 
(12:1) tells us that Michael is the prince 
that stands for Israel. The voice of the 
archangel, then, means that the Lord will 
come to deal with His earthly people 
Israel. 

When God again recognizes Israel as 
His peculiar people on earth, the seven- 
tieth week of Israel will begin. This is 
“the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7). 

Is there anything then to indicate that 
the trump of God is for the Gentiles? 
Yes, there is. Isaiah foretold a time 
when. the Lord will blow a trumpet for 
the “dwellers on the earth.” “All ye in- 
habitants of the world, and dwellers 
on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth up 
an ensign on the mountains; and when 
he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye” (Isa. 18: 
3). That this trumpet call is of impend- 
ing judgment upon the dwellers on earth 
is learned from verse 5. Notice that this 
judgment will come upon the “dwellers 
on the earth.” This same description is 
used in Revelation 3:10 to describe those 
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upon whom the “hour of temptation” 

shall come. Zephaniah (1:14-17) de- 

scribes the Day of the Lord as “a day of 
the trumpet and alarm.” 

From the above it seems clear that the 
“trump of God” is for the dwellers on 
the earth. 

In view of this it may be concluded 
that when the Lord shall descend from 
Heaven it will be for a threefold pur- 
pose; (1) to catch the Church up to meet 
Him in the air; (2). to recognize Israel 
again as His chosen people on earth; (3) 
to bring in the hour of trial upon the 
dwellers on the earth. 

When He shall so come, the dead in 
Christ will rise first, and then those in 
Christ who are still living will be caught 
up together with’ them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air and to be with 
Him forever. All of this will, according 
to 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52, take place in 
the twinkling of an eye, 

Verses 1-3 of 1 Thessalonians 5 are in- 
troduced by the conjunction “but,” 
which shows that that which is there 
spoken of is in contrast to that which 
Paul had written about those who are 
in Christ. Furthermore, Paul used the 
third person pronouns “they” and 
“them,” which excludes those included 
by the first person, “we.” Here, then, is 
the contrast. We shall be caught up to 
be forever with the Lord; destruction 
will come upon them from which they 
shall not escape. The order in which 
these are mentioned indicates the order 
in which these things will transpire. 

It is important to notice that that Day 
of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night at a time when “they shall say, 
Peace and safety” (5:3). This is a time 
of false security preceding sudden de- 
struction. In Matthew 24:37-39, the Lord 
Jesus described a similar time of false 
security which is to precede the coming 
(parousia) of the Son of man. A thor- 
ough examination of Revelation will dis- 
close only one such period of time and 
that is when the Lamb will open the first 
seal of the seven sealed book (Rev. 6:1, 
2), and that is-at the very beginning of 
the Tribulation. It will be during the 
Tribulation that the sudden destruction 
will take place. This is important, be, 
cause it fixes the time of the events of 
the passage under consideration at the 
beginning and not the end of the Trib- 
ulation. 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:4, 5 Paul gave 
further assurance to the “brethren” (all 
believers in Christ) that they will have 
no part in that day of sudden -destruc- 
tion: “But ye, brethren, are not in dark- 
ness, that that day should overtake you 
as a thief. Ye are all the children of 
light, and the children of the day.” 

In verses 6-8 Paul injects an admoni- 
tion to the children of light to “watch 
and be sober.” This admonition is in 
perfect accord with admonitions under 
grace. The position in God’s sight of 
those addressed is made the basis of the 
appeal for conduct. This is contrary to 
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admonitions to those who are under the 
Law. They are warned. of dire conse- 
quences that will follow in the absence 
of proper conduct. 

In verses 9 and 10 the apostle, in clear 
and simple words, declares that those in 
Christ are not appointed unto wrath. 
As the Day of the Lord, which includes 
the Tribulation, will be a day of wrath, 
it is certain that believers will not have 
a part in it. Instead, they are appointed 
“to obtain salvation,” which here is to 
live together with Christ. This must 
refer to verse 17 of chapter 4. 

The imminent coming of the Lord and 
the evident nearness of the Tribulation 
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should be a strong incentive to the 
Church to an even greater effort to evan- 
gelize, so that those who know not Christ 
may not only be saved from, everlasting 
condemnation, but also from*the horrors 
of the Great Tribulation. At the same 
time, what greater grounds for comfort 
and edification in a sin-ridden world can 
there be for the believer than the assur- 
ance of being together with Christ dur- 
ing those awful years when His wrath 
and judgments shall fall upon those who 
have rejected Him! 

To this the heart of the believer re- 
sponds, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


Mo ine, ILL. 


~‘ 


Raising the Standards in Christian Music 
Can Christian education lead the way to reform? 


This article by the headmaster of 


By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt.D. 
Stony Brook School is reprinted, by 


permission, from his new book, “The Pattern of God’s Truth,” copyright, 


1954, by Oxford University Press, Inc. 


It is the main part of section 4, 


entitled “The Fine Arts—Music,” in chapter 3, “The Subject and the 


Truth.” 


Dr. Gaebelein is peculiarly well fitted to write on this subject, 


Since he is both an experienced educator and an accomplished pianist. 
His book was reviewed in the Times June 12, 1954. 


F ONE from among the arts must be 

singled out for special study, it is 
music. There are good reasons for this. 
In the first place, music is par excellence 
the Christian art. From Genesis to Rev- 
elation, it runs throughout Scripture. 
Not only that, ‘music will have a leading 
place in eternity, according to the in- 
spired visions of John on Patmos. More- 
over, when we come to the matter of 
worship here and now, music is a vital 
factor in preparing the heart for God’s 
truth. 

Important as these offices of music are, 
they are not the only way it speaks to 
the spirit of man. Many of the greatest 
compositions,, even though outwardly 
secular, are of a spiritual nature. The 
slow movement of many a Beethoven 
sonata, quartet, or symphony moves on a 
lofty religious plane. In the works of 
other great composers, such as Bach, Mo- 
zart, Haydn, Mendelssohn, and Brahms, 
there are similar passages. It is signifi- 
cant that hymnology has drawn upon the 
classic composers for some of its finest 
tunes. No, there is nothing obscure 
about the relation of music to Christian- 
ity. The common ground between the 
two requires occupation, not discovery. 
But the moment we pegin to pecupy that 
ground and do something about the place 
of music in Christian life and work, we 
run into difficulty. 

One summer day, several leaders of the 
1952 conference conducted by the Inter- 
national Fellowship of Evangelical Stu- 
dents at Jugenheim near ‘Darmstadt, 
Germany, were discussing music. In the 
course of the conversation, I said.that for 
me there is in the music used in evan- 
gelical work much that is trite, senti- 
mental, and even vulgar, But, I went 


on, I had come to the conclusion that to 
condemn it would be wrong, because it is 
apparently a source of blessing to many, 
who, innocent of any real musical appre- 
ciation, are helped by it. In short, I had 
determined not to be a musical snob, 
even though, to a cultivated taste, much 
that was played and sung in conjunction 


with the presentation of the Gospel was , 


aesthétically disagreeable. Immediately 
there came a challenge from a distin- 
guished leader of British evangelicalism. 
“My dear fellow,” he exclaimed, “you 
mustn’t say that! Don’t you see you are 
saying that the end justifies the means, 
and that is positively wrong?” 

Was my British friend right? Is the 
use of third-rate tunes and worse har- 
mony in our churches, youth meetings, 
evangelistic campaigns, and education, 
simply on the ground of results, really so 
wrong? Is this kind of music unworthy 
to be associated with the Gospel? And 
should it, therefore, be politely bowed 
out of our educational institutions where 
Christian leadership is being trained? 
These are important questions. An an- 
swer requires a brief excursion into a 
field ‘almost untouched by present-day 
Christian thought—that of aesthetics. 

The tie between music and religion is 
an ancient one, going back to the begin- 
ning of civilization when, according to 
Genesis, Jubal invented the harp and 
organ, an achievement classed by Cal- 
vin among the “excellent gifts of the 
Holy Spirit.” 4 Nor is music, despite the 
great development of the art during the 
last three hundred years, a new thing in 
our Christian era. As the distinguished 





1It should not be forgotten that Calvin 
accorded music an important place under 
the doctrine of common erace. 
1 
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composer, Paul Hindemith, pointed out 
in his Charles Eliot Norton Lectures at 
Harvard, Augustine wrestled with the 
co-ordination of music with Christianity, 
as did Boethius also, and both came to 
conclusions of lasting value. 

According to Augustine (“De Musica,” 
Book VI) for Christian believers music 
is more than pleasing sounds, Such 
sounds are meaningless until we “include 
them in our own mental activity and use 
their fermenting quality to turn our soul 
towards everything noble, superhuman, 
and ideal.” In other words, we are 
obliged to use music for our soul’s better- 
ment, because “like religious belief) 
music creates in us most easily a state of 
willingness towards this betterment.” 
And Boethius, in the initial sentence of 
his “De Institutione Musica,” puts in a 
nutshell the gist of his view: “Music is 
part of our human nature,” he says, “it 
has the power either to improve or de- 
base our character.” The two views, 
that of Augustine and that of Boethius, 
differ in their estimate of the inherent 
moral and spiritual influence of music; 
but in respect to the tie between music 
and the moral side of man they are at 
one. Both imply that music cannot be 
morally neutral. 

The principle is not just a curiosity of 
ancient thought, but a key to the spirit- 
ual meaning of music. With this in mind, 
we set it alongside an even older view, 
that of Aristotle. For him, as for other 
Greek philosophers, music was the most 
“imitative” of the arts. By “imitative” 
Aristotle did not mean that the artist or 
composer copies nature, but that he must 
“imitate things as they ought to be.” In 
Aristotle’s view, as Professor Butcher 
says, “Music in reflecting character, 
moulds and influences it.” 

Right here we discover a link with the 
Christian use of music today. In Greek 
thought about music, “much of its mean- 
ing was derived from the association it 
called up, and from the emotional atmos- 
phere which surrounded it. It was as- 
sociated with definite occasions and 
solemnities . . . and attached to well- 
known words.” This is something very 
like the place of music among the He- 
brews and early Christians. After all, 
the Old Testament over and over again 
associated music with worship, as in the 
Psalms and.in the prophets; the New 
Testament also recognizes it, when Paul 
writes of “speaking to yourselves..in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19), and in another 
place speaks of “teaching and admonish- 
ing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
in your hearts” (Col. 3:16). 

A Striking Similarity 

But our thought leaps across the cen- 
turies, and we exclaim, “How similar to 
this ancient view of music is its use, not 
only in our churches, but also in evan- 
gelism!” Think of a Sankey in the 
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Moody campaigns, with his irresistible 
singing of “The Ninety and Nine,” or a 
Beverly Shea in a Billy Graham meeting, 
reaching multitudes with “I’d Rather 
Have Jesus.” Such songs, while musi- 
cally undistinguished, need no defense. 
In preparing the heart for divine truth, 
they serve as handmaids of the Gos- 
ee 

After all, there has been a great deal 
of nonsense written about Gospel music, 
both pro and con. For example, Dr. A. 
T. Davison of Harvard in the midst of a 
slashing attack on Gospel hymns says, 
“They still hold a nostalgic place in the 
affections of a vanishing generation, but 
in the services of enlightened churches 
they are never heard.” Well, it is hard 
to be patient with such an unrealistic 
appraisal with its supercilious reference 
to “a vanishing generation” in contrast 
to “enlightened churches.” At the other 
extreme from this radical disparagement 
of the Gospel hymn is the statement of 
a pastor in the Christian Herald, “Bright, 
happy singing is tonic for the soul.” This 
is true enough, but what of the next 
sentence, with its deplorably low esti- 
mate of the central function of the min- 
istry, “Preachers will sing more into the 
kingdom than preach in.” A good sing- 
ing voice is an asset to any preacher. But 
the primary fulfillment of the commission 
to proclaim the Word of God is through 
the spoken word; not through song. 


Midway Between Two Extremes 


The truth about Christian music lies 
midway between the two extremes. The 
Gospel hymn, rightly presented, is here 
to stay; its proper use does not neces- 
sarily involve us in justifying the means 
by the end. On the other hand, there is 
a great deal of music in favor among 
evangelicals that justly falls under con- 
demnation—cheap, vulgar, and aestheti- 
cally false, its use for good ends does 
not alter its character. The fact is that 
American evangelicalism urgently needs 
to progress to a higher level of music. 
In the recognition of this need and in 
doing something about it, Christian edu- 
cation faces a great challenge, 

We look, therefore, frankly and sympa- 
thetically at the state of music in our 
churches and educational institutions to- 
day. In which direction are we moving? 
With nation-wide religious broadcasting 
and television, there has come into Chris- 
tian work a kind of music and technique 
of presentation savoring more of Holly- 
wood than of God. Glamor has invaded 
the proclamation of the Gospel. The 
deep sincerity of the simple Gospel song 
has been replaced by a keyboard show- 
iness, a tear-jerking use of the most elo- 
quent of all instruments, the violin, and 
a sentimental misuse of the innately 
noble organ, with tremolant pulled out 
ad nauseam, “Messages” are “brought” 
on electric Hawaiian guitars, cowbells, 
and even musical saws. Great hymns, 
such as, “When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross,” are rattled off in waltz time, or 
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adorned with variations of a third-grade 
musical level. All this is condoned as 
being catchy and giving the people what 
they want. 

The time has come to climb higher in 
order to seek a fresh perspective. Must 
we continue in the rut of aesthetic medi- 
ocrity, simply because the third-rate 
seems to appeal to the crowd? Can any- 
one seriously imagine some of our atten- 
tion-getting music as being what Paul 
calls “spiritual songs”? Has not the time 
come to tell the truth and admit that 
these things are nothing but ear-tickling 
devices, unworthy of association with the 
grand truths of our redemption? 

“But,” some insist, “this kind of music 
brings in the people. We've got to have 
it to get an audience.” Do we? Well, 
“The Lutheran Hour,” still heard around 
the world as in the days of Dr. Walter 
Maier, is of unquestioned orthodoxy, yet 
it manages very well without the nerv- 
ous jingle afflicting some of our Gospel 
broadcasts. Can it be that we evangeli- 
cals are not only aesthetically immature, 
but that we also insist upon remaining 
so? Have we so far forgotten the apos- 
tolic exhortation to “think on” the things 
that are “lovely and of good report” that 
we by-pass the first-rate in favor of the 
third-rate? Have we, finally, overlooked 
the fact that nothing, whether in music 
or preaching, can possibly be too good 
for the Lord? 

If there is any truth in what has just 
been said, then Christian education must 
lead the way to reform. The Bible 
schools and institutes must rethink their 
aesthetics in the light of the plain fact 
that God should have the best. Other 
Christian schools and colleges have an 
obligation to strengthen their music de- 
partntents. They should look to it that 
all students hear as much great music 
as possible, and that an increasing num- 
ber enjoy the creative experience of 
making good music. And, if the sugges- 
tion may be respectfully offeréd, the the- 
ological seminaries might well give 
music a real place in the curriculum, for 
among Christian workers the pastor can 
least of all afford to remain musically 
illiterate, 


Hopeful Signs 

At this point, fairness requires the 
mention of some hopeful signs. Hough- 
ton College expresses regret that “people 
who dig deep into the truths of the great 
Christian faith are given to the most 
superficial music; that Bach, who loved 
God deeply, receives scant hearing in 
American fundamental churches.” The 
college plans a Bach festival once every 
four years, so that every student genera- 
tion will hear some of the great works of 
this most Christian of composers. West- 
mont College announces a tour of its 
choir which will sing a program made up 
of settings from the Psalms, the Song of 
Solomon, the Gospels, First Corinthians, 
and - Revelation, by Palestrina, Bach, 
Handel, Mendelssohn, Franck, and mod- 
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ern composers like William Schuman. 
The St. Olaf College choir has long been 
famous, and excellent music is sung by 
the Wheaton and Asbury choirs, to name 
only a few others. It is to be hoped that 
these tokens are the beginning of a 
musical renaissance among evangelicals. 

Let there be no misunderstanding. It 
is not Gospel hymns that are in question. 
When it comes to them and their more 
formal companions, it is not a matter of 
“either-or” but of “both-and.” Each has 
its place according to the kind of service 
being conducted. Nor is the answer a 
willy-nilly imposing of Bach, Beethoven, 
and Brahms upon the musically un- 
taught, or an insistence upon a dead 
level of solemnity. There is no place in 
Christian worship, to say nothing of 
evangelism, for art for art’s sake. In 
the church, art must always be in God’s 
service. Surely we have ample Scrip- 
tural warrant for making “a joyful noise 
unto the Lord.” Good music is often 
happy music, and joy and brightness 
have their place in worship. The solu- 
tion is something quite different; it is 
nothing short of the reversal of a trend 
that is bringing into worship a kind of 


Hymns That Live 


Born in spiritual crises, 


STUDY of the great hymns reveals 

that the majority of them were com- 
posed as a result of a definite spiritual 
crisis in the life of the writer. Before a 
great truth is expressed, it must be com- 
prehended and possessed by the poet, 
then reproduced and transmitted to us. 


This is art, for a hymn is like a good + 


book which, Milton says, is “the precious 
lifeblood of a master spirit, embalmed 
and treasured upon purpose to a life be- 
‘yond life.” Thus, songs that live are 
born in the crucial experiences of life. 

Forty years ago, when George Bennard 
was about forty years old, he passed 
through a great test of his faith. He 
prayed for a deeper understanding of the 
cross. Then in triumph he cried, “I'll be 
true to the cross of Jesus! Ill cling to 
it!’ In the depths of his soul he heard 
the response—the chorus of the now 
famous hymm Later, the stanzas came 
to him, based on John 12:32, “And I, if I 
be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me.” Strumming the mel- 
ody on his guitar, he invaded the par- 
sonage kitchen where he was being en- 
tertained as the evangelist, and played 
“The Old Rugged Cross” for the first 
timg amid the clattering of the pots and 
pans. Known as the “Miracle Song,” its 
universality is due to the heart-searching 
victory of its composer. 

Shelley once wrote of the poets: “They 
learn in suffering what they sing in 
song.” It takes the storm to bring the 
rainbow; the crushing to produce per- 
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music which is neither lovely nor of-good 
report, ° 

The call is for Christian education to 
lead the way to higher things. But that 
call will not be fully answered until our 
schools, colleges, and seminaries espouse 
a philosophy of music befitting the Gos- 
pel. So long as the lower levels of an 
art so closely linked to man’s emotions 
are cultivated at the expense of the best, 
we shall continue to have Christian lead- 
ers many of whom are deaf to the nobler 
elements of spiritual song. Evangelical- 
ism is due for a musical reformation. 
The reformation will come only when 
Christian education, having set its face 
against the cheap in this greatest of the 
arts, seeks to develop in its students re- 
sponse to a level of music worthy of the 
deep things of God. Here, as in so much 
else, we do well to listen to Martin 
Luther, who called music “a noble gift 
of God next to theology,” and even went 
so far as to say, “We must teach music in 
schools; a schoolmaster ought to have 
skill in music . . . neither should we or- 
dain young men as preachers unless they 
have been well exercised in music.” 


Stony Brook, L, I. 


they reach the heart 
By LAURA S. EMERSON 


fume; and the cross to make possible re- 
demption. If we would omit the hymns 
of the bleeding heart, written amid suf- 
fering, sorrow, and pain, we would have 
very few living songs left. God often 
uses a weak instrument through which 
to channel His sweetest songs. 
Fanny Crosby, blinded by the applica- 
tion of the wrong poultice on her weak 
eyes at six weeks of age, could have 
been bitter and rebellious. But she cul- 
tivated a cheerful spirit expressed in 
verse when only eight years old: 
Oh, what a happy soul am I, 
Although I cannot see, 

I am resolved that in this world 
Contented I will be. 

How many blessings I enjoy 
That other people don't. 

To weep and sigh because I'm blind, 
I cannot, and I won't! 

Author of some eight thousand hymns!, 
she outpoured her cup of comfort in such 
joyous, unselfish sympathy, that we re- 
member her as the “Queen of Gospel 
Writers.” With a lifelong affliction she 
wrote, “All the Way My Saviour Leads 
Me,” “He Hideth My Soul,” “Close to 
Thee,” “Praise Him, Praise Him,” and 
left her testimony of faith in “Saved by 
Grace,” 

And I shall see Him face to face, 

And tell the story, saved by grace. 
Others, blinded, wrote just as victori- 
1“Fanny Crosby’s Story of Ninety-Four 

Years,” retold by S. Trevena Jackson (Flem- 
ing H. Reyell Co., 1915, 316 Third Ave., West- 
wood, N. J.) 


s 


“September 18, 1954 


ously: George Matheson wrote, “O Love 
That Wilt Not Let Me Go”; Wm. W. Wal- 
ford, “Sweet Hour of Prayer”; Mrs, C. H. 
Morris, “Nearer, Still Nearer.” W. O. 
Cushing lost the power of speech, so 
turned from preaching to write such 
hymns as “Under His Wings”; and Jen- 
nie Evelyn Hussey, crippled with neuri- 
tis for thirty years, gave us “Lead Me to 
Calvary.” Others, physically _ handi- 
capped, gave us songs in their night. 
Sometimes the poet catches a phrase 

from someone else’s inner struggle, and 
reproduces it for us. Seeking to lead a 
businessman into salvation while he 
knelt at the altar, the Rev. Harry D. 
Clark urged him to pray. “I-don’t know 
how to pray,” the seeker responded. 
“Just open your heart to Jesus,” ex- 
plained Harry Clark. “O Jesus,” the 
seeker prayed, “come into my heart to- 
day, and come in to stay!” Almost at 
once the melody to that heart cry sang 
itself in the mind of Harry D. Clark. 
Slipping over to the piano, he played his 
prayer chorus: 

Into my heart, 

Into my heart, 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

Come in today, 

Come in to stay, 

Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 
Soon the audience was singing it. 
Sensing the divine presence, men and 
women crowded to the altar and one 
hundred were saved before midnight, 
Later Dr. Jonathan Goforth taught this 
chorus to five thousand Chinese soldiers. 

Strangely enough, an analysis of the 
hymn writers reveals that very few pos- 
sessed a thorough technique of poetic or 
musical composition. Songs born of the 
soul expressed:in simple harmonies are 
those that reach the heart. Many of 
these now famous songs sold originally 
for only one or two dollars. But “the 
song that nerves a nation’s heart is in 
itself a deed,” wrote Tennyson. Poets 
know how to express their deepest emo- 
tions; we but sing their songs as an out- 
let for our own heartfelt experiences. 

Marion, INp. ’ 
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A Closing Hymn for Children 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudiow 


NE of the prettiest and most appro- 
priate of closing hymns for children 
is the last verse in Luther’s “Cradle 
Hymn.” We sing it at Christmas time, 
but the words are so beautiful they 
should be used throughout the year, 
Here they are: 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; 
I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever, 
And love me, I pray; 
Bless all the dear children 
In Thy tender care 
And take us to Heaven 
To live with Thee there. 
Some teachers do not like the line, 
“And take us to Heaven,” so substitute 
“And fit us for Heaven.” 


Corat Gasies, FLA, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. OCTOBER 3: JOB’S STRUGGLE TO UNDERSTAND LIFE 
Job 1 and 2; 19 to 23; printed text, 1:1; 19: 7-10; 23:3-10 
Golden Text.—Ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.—Jer. 29:13 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz, who name was 
Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that 
feared God, and eschewed evil. 


Chap. 19:7 Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: 
I cry aloud, but there is no judgment. 

8 He hath fenced up my way that I cannot pass, and he 
hath set darkness in my paths. 

9 He hath stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown 
from my head. 

10 He hath destroyed me on every side, and I am gone: 
and mine hope hath he removed like a tree. 


Chap. 23:3 Oh that I knew where I might find him! that 
I might come even to his seat! 


4 I would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth 
with arguments. 

5 I would know the words which he would answer me, 
and understand what he would say unto me. 

6 Will he plead against me with his great power? No; but 
he would put strength in me. 

7 There the righteous might dispute with him; so should 
I be delivered for ever from my judge. 

8 Behold, I go forward, but he is not there; and backward, 
but I cannot perceive him: 

9 On the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot 
behold him: he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot 
see him: 

10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when He hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


7 
The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

ORE questions surround the Book 
M of Job ‘than almost any other 

book of the Bible. The variety 

of opinion regarding its authorship re- 
flects the equal variety of opinion con- 
cerning its date. Some regard Job him- 
self, or the young man Elihu (32:2-6), 
as author. Moses, Solomon, Isaiah, Heze- 
kiah, and Baruch (Jer. 36:4), are other 
suggestions. Notice how these range 
from the patriarchal age to the time of 
Judah’s exile, which is exactly the range 
of opinion regarding the date of the 
Book’s production. 

The narrative portions of the Book 
(1:1 to 2:13 and 42:7-17) are clearly 
patriarchal in atmosphere, presenting 
Job as priest in his own household (1:5). 
This has led many to accept the era 
of Abraham, or before, as the time of 
the writing of Job, and thus to regard 
this Book as probably the oldest in our 
Bible. The fact that scholars are at such 
variance as to the period of its produc- 
tion shows that literary style and vocab- 
ulary are inconclusive as indications. 
While it is not impossible that a story 
from the patriarchal age should be writ- 
ten in this form at a later time, it would 
seem more natural to regard the Book 
as coming from the era of which it 
speaks. There are certainly no allusions 
to later events to justify a late dating 
of the Book. 

The literary form of the Book is dra- 
matic. The prologue (chaps. 1, 2), and 
the epilogue (42:7-17) are narrative, and 
between these we have a series of 
speeches so forceful and dramatic that 


Tennyson called it, “The greatest poem 
of ancient or modern times.” 

The theme of the Book belongs to no 
one period, but to all ages of human his- 
tory and experience. The problem of 
suffering’ is universal. What the Book 
of Job does show us is that men, how- 
ever profoundly they may meditate on 
this subject, do not have a final answer, 
because they do not possess all the facts 
in the case. Neither Job, nor his three 
friends, nor Elihu, had any knowledge 
of the events in Heaven which were 
back of the sufferings of Job (1:6-12; 2: 
1-6) —not at the time of the dialogues, at 
any rate. Even God did not give to Job 
an explanation of the strange events, 
but simply called for his submission and 
trust. 

So Job remains a book of questions, 
with the occasional gleam of confidence, 
as in chapter 19:25-27. The answer to 
these questions is found in Jesus Him- 
self. I suggest, for a development of this 
theme, G. Campbell Morgan’s little book, 
“Answers of Jesus to Job” (Fleming H. 
Revell-Co., Westwood, N. J., $2). 


Verse by Verse : 
Job 1:1.—*. . . a man in the land of 
Uz... perfect and upright ... feared 
God, and eschewed evil.” The land of 
Uz is thought to be Edom. “Perfect” 
here does not refer to sinless perfection, 


but to moral integrity. . 
Chap. 19:7.—“I cry out of wrong... 
not heard ... no judgment.” Job can- 


not see &ny justification for his suffering, 
but God is silent to his plea to bring 
his case to examination. 

Verse 8.—“He hath fenced up my way 
... set darkness in my paths.” He feels 
that God is acting as an adversary to 


him, throwing up barricades and clouds 
of darkness to hinder him from \extricat- 
ing himself from his distresses. 

Verse 9.—*. . . stripped me of my glory, 
and taken the crown...” Here is a 
reference to Job’s former estate, which 
was truly’ regal. Now he is utterly 
humiliated. 

Verse 10.—“. . . destroyed me on every 
side . . . mine hope hath he removed 
like a tree.” The multiplied calamities 
seem to him like enemy forces so de- 
ployed as to attack from many points 
at once, and his disaster is beyond hope 
of recovery. . 

Chap. 23:3—“Oh that I knew where 
I might find him . . . to his seat!” God 
seems lost in the darkness. God’s “seat” 
here signifies the place of appeal and 
judgment. 

Verse 4—“I would order my cause 
before him .. . with arguments, It is 
not pity nor help that Job wants, but 
vindication and justice. He is prepared 
to be his own lawyer before God! 

Verse 5.—“I would . . . understand 
what he would suy unto me.” ‘He be- 
lieves that God would treat him as an 
intelligent being, gnd give a reasonable 
explanation of his afflictions, 

Verse 6.—“Will he plead against me 
with his great power? No...” Job 
does not believe that God is a heart- 
less tyrant, using superior power to 
crush men. Rather he is sure that he 
would find a helper, a champion, in God, 

Verse 7.—“There the righteous might 
dispute with him .. . delivered... . from 
my judge.” Here he regards God as 
one amenable to fair argument, and he 
anticipates a happy outcome of his case 
once presented to the Judge. 
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Verse 8.—*. . . forward .. .backward, 
but I cannot perceive him.” Job be- 
moans his inability to find God, Amidst 
multiplied evidences of His presence He 
is still out of reach. 


Verse 9.—“. .. left hand... right hand 

. . cannot see...” The werks of God 
are manifest, but His presence is elusive, 
as if He would evade Job’s grasp, and 
escape his vision. 


Verse 10.—“But he knoweth . . . I shall 
come forth as gold.” Some have taken 
this to mean that in the fires of affliction 
God would purify Job so that he would 
come out as refined gold. But the con- 
text suggests rather that Job was again 
affirming that his integrity would yet 
be vindicated, though severely tested. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


This week’s lesson presents to us three 
portraits of the patriarch Job. In each 
of them he appears in quite a distinctive 
character, although always the man of 
integrity and of the fear of God. 

The first picture reveals a man main- 
taining his uprightness, his religious fer- 
vor, and his purity of life in the midst 
of great worldly prosperity. Indeed he 
Stands out as a good example of the 
blessed man of the First Psalm, separat- 
ing himself from all wickedness and de- 
lighting in the ways of God, and conse- 


quently enjoying the prosperity of the' 


righteous. But for all that he was an 
untried man. True, for some men, pros- 
perity is the severest trial of all, and 
some who have well endured affliction 
have fallen prey to “the deceitfulness of 
riches.” Still, there is in adversity a 
quality of testing which builds and ma- 
tures while it tests. God knew that Job 
needed just that, so, while Satan 
thought evil against him, God meant it 
unto good! as in the case of Joseph and 
his brothers (Gen. 50:20). The strange 
dialogues between God and Satan (Job 
1:6-12; 2:1-6) have this truth back of 
them. God was to be glorified, not only 
in a Job who would keep faith through 
such severe trials, but in a Job who 
would be humbled, mellowed, and ma- 
tured by these very trials. 

The second picture (19:7-10) shows 
Job utterly dazed by the disasters which 
have come upon him.,In one day he had 
lost his seven thousand sheep, his three 
thousand camels, his five hundred yoke 
of oxen, his five magems ( asses, all but 
four of his servants, and all his ten chik 
dren. He had been smitten with a foul 
disease, believed to be elephantiasis, a 
form of leprosy. His wife, unable to 
stand the strain, instead of encouraging 
him to believe God through all, had 
turned'from him with, “Curse God, and 
die.” His three friends had comforted 
him with their silent presence for seven 
days, but when they opened their mouths, 
it was only to reveal their ignorance of 
the ways of God by insisting that Job’s 
sin, known to God if not to men, was the 
direct cause of all his suffering. Such 
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Last Week's ‘Lesson 
13. September 26.—Living Witnesses. 
Matthew 5:13-16; John 1:40-42a; 
Acts 4:13-20; 8:4-8, 26-40; 2 Corin- : 
thians 5:11-20; 1 Peter 3:13-16 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. October 10.—God’s Answer to Job’s 
EEE cancetocesavecaten Job 38 to 42 








a line turned Job more and more in upon 
himself} so that on the one hand he 
dwelt much on his afflictions, painting 
them in the most vivid colors, and, on 
the other hand, he staunchly defended 
his integrity against all attacks. In our 
portion in the nineteenth chapter we 
see him absorbed with his trials, which 
he ascribes to some inexplicable enmity 
of God against him. It is the language 
of a man driven to desperation, but it 
is still the language of faith, perhaps 
faith at its wit’s end. Job is not looking 
at second causes, but at God, although his 
vision of God is much obscured. 

The third picture (23:3-10) presents 
Job equally desperate, but now with 
regard to his integrity rather than his 
woes. His three friends have turned 
out to be accusers, prosecuting attor- 
neys, and have grown more and more 
vicious in pressing their only answer 
to such suffering. Job has only grown 
more and more stubborn in his own de- 
fense, till in this chapter we see him 
actually challenging God to set up a 
tribunal of divine judgment at which he 
is perfectly prepared to plead his own 
case and vindicate his righteousness. But 
God just stands apart, hidden, silent, 
while His suffering servant endures the 
reproach of men. Even in this situation, 
Job’s faith endures, and he believes that 
the end of the trial will be vindication 
(v. 10)—as it actually was (42:7-10). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW old is the Book of Job in com- 
parison with other books of the 

Bible? 

2. What is the great theme of the Book 
of Job? 

3. What factor in the sufferings of the 
saints is revealed in the Book of Job? 

4."Where else in Scripture is Job. re- 
ferred to? 

5. How many parties spoke to Job in 
his distress, and who were they? 

6. What philosophy did Job’s three 
friends propound? 

7. How did this philosophy affect Job? 

8. How did Job regard his suffgrings? 

9. How did Job answer the accusations 
of his friends? e 

10. How do we know that Job was 
not claiming sinless perfection? 

(Answers on page 773) 
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Thus we see faith in three moods, not 
always happy moods, but still faith. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Job practices his religion (1:1-5) 
2. Job laments his affliction (19:7-10) 
3. Job detends his integrity (23:3-10) 


Topics for Development 


Was Job Self-Righteous? So his three 
friends affirmed, and so Elihu concluded. 
And many have felt the same about this 
suffering saint. His language frequently 
would convey that impression, until he 
submitted himself at last under the 
mighty hand of God. But on this score 
I stand prepared to defend Job, 

In the first place, God said about him, 
“There is none like him in the earth, a 
perfect and an upright man, one that 
feareth God, and escheweth evil” (1:8). 
God does not speak that way about a 
self-righteous man. 

In the second place, consider the sit- 
uation. Eliphaz, Bildad, and°Zophar had 
only one explanation for suffering—that 
it was God’s direct punishment upon a 
man’s own sin. ~Thus they concluded 
that Job was not what he seemed to be, 
but was a hypocrite, pgssing for a right- 
eous'man, but in reality a rascal whom 
God’s judgments had found out. It was 
against such accusations that Job stood 
adamant, willing to submit his case to 
God Himself, assured that -he would be 
vindicated from such charges. He did 
not claim a righteousness acceptable to 
God (9:13, 14, 20, 21), but maintained 
his integrity and sincerity. : 

Added to these, we have Job cited 
along with Noah and Daniel as men 
whose righteousness would have saved 
them in the destruction of Jerusalem 
(Ezek. 14:14, 20). The New Testament 
presents Job, not as an example of self- 
righteousness, but as an example of pa- 
tience in affliction (Jas. 5:11). 


Practical Applications 

Be sure you have all the facts before 
you propose to pass final judgment, or 
you may be guilty of condemning one 
whom God calls “perfect and .. . up- 
right.” 

Better have a Job for a comforter than 
a Job’s comforter. But better. than all 
is the Comforter sent from Heaven (John 
14:16). 

Afflictions may appear like God's 
barbed wire entanglements and smoke 
screens to keep us out of His presence, 
but they are really the strait place where 
He shuts us up to Himself. 


o 
Affliction is both a test of character 


and a builder of character. 


Golden Text 

Jer. 29:13—“And ye shall seek me, and 
find me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart.” This is not a game 
of hide and seek. Neither :man’s dili- 
gence nor man’s scrutiny could ever find 
God. The soul that seeks God has been 
moved to the search by God, and when 
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Lesson for October 3 ; 


the heart truly goes out after Him, God 
will make Himself known. 


I sought the Lord, and afterward I knew 
He moved my soul to seek Him, seeking 


me; 
It was not I that found, O Saviour true; 
No, I was found of Thee. 


ELMuurRsT, ILL. 
ye 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Haris 


Succestep HyMns 
“God Is the Refuge of His Saints” 
“Will Your Anchor Hold in the Storms 
of Life?” 
“He Leadeth Me” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble, we thank 
Thee that from all Thou hast shown us 
of Thy purity, power, wisdom, and love 
we may trust Thee where we cannot 
understand Thy ways. Keep us trustful 
when dark days come and we suffer, we 
know not why. Be very near to all who 
in the present are suffering bitter wrong 
they do not deserve. Keep them from 
being embittered or losing faith in Thee. 
Let their troubles draw them:the closer 
to Thee as their refuge and strength. 
Give us wise and loving sympathy with 
all who Suffer. Help us in trying to 
comfort and cheer such. Use Thy Word 


for our help today and in every place. 


prosper Thy Word and work. Bring the 
Lord Jesus into His rightful rule in the 
whole earth. Forgive us as we may have 
need, and through every temptation keep 
us walking in the paths of righteousness 
for Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In his hymn, “My 
Faith Looks Up to Thee,” Ray Palmer 
wrote, 

While life’s dark maze I tread 

And griefs around me spread, 

Be Thou my Guide. 

Bid darkness turn to day, \ 

Wipe sorrow's tears away, 

Nor let me ever stray 

From Thee aside. 
Today we have seen Job when life for 
him was a dark maze. Next week we 
shall see hirn when God turned his dark- 
ness into day. 

Job complained of God’s dealings with 
him, saying: “He hath fenced up my way 
that I cannot pass, and he hath set dark- 
ness in my paths.” Yet it was not that 
God had made Job’s life a dark maze, 
but that He had permitted Satan to do 
so. But it was most mysterious and 
trying. Job played a part in a drama 
some scenes of which were taking place 
in Heaven and others on earth. Of the 
things taking place in Heaven that had 
to do with his troubles Job knew noth- 
ing. He was ignorant of Satan’s slur 
that Job was good because it paid, be- 
cause God was good to him. Job did 
not know God was having him tested to 
prove Satan’s slur to be false and that 
Job would hold true to God amid great 
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trial. And so it proved. For, though, 
under extreme pressure, Job at times 
spoke bitterly of God’s ways with him, 
he never really ceased to trust God. “He 
knoweth the way that I take,” cried Job; 
“when he hath tried me, I shall come 
forth as gold,” that is, as gold purified 
by the melting fires. 

Like Job, you may sometimes wonder 
what God is about in letting troubles 
pile up in your life though you have 
been trusting and serving Him. That is 





RUST THE LORD 
: HOUGH YOU CANNOT 
RACE HIS WAYS 











the time to wait for God’s deliverance 
and for His explanation, and you can 
find patience to do so by saying to your 
soul, “He knoweth the way that I take: 
when he hath tried me, I' shall come 
forth as gold.” 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


* (9) 769 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“There was a man in the land of' Uz, 
whose nathe was Job... .” (Job 1:1).— 
The Book of Job is reputed to be the 
oldest Book of the Bible. Is it not com- 
forting to know that as far as literature 
is concerned, God’s first message is to 
the sick, suffering, and sorrowing of 
earth! 

It is to be hoped that better use is 
being made of this divinely inspired 
Book than that revealed in the follow- 
ing incident. 

The second longest telegram sent in 
the U.S.A. was sent in 1862, from the 
battlefield of Fredericksburg, Va. The 
Union Army had suffered a crushing 
defeat. A reporter for the New York 
Herald had succeeded in reaching the 
only telegraph wire available in the 
place, , 

The editor, James Gordon Bennett, 
was eager to have the news appear in his 
paperly exclusively. So, he wired the 
reporter to keep on sending and allow 
no one else the use of the wire. When 
the’ reporter replied that there was no 
more news, Mr. Bennett insisted that 


GLANCE TO YOUR RIGHT, BROTHER! 
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he keep on sending. The reporter asked, 
“What shaH I send?” Mr. Bennett re- 
plied sharply, “Send anything—send the 
Book of Job.” The reporter quickly se- 
cured a Bible, and all that afternoon, 
there came from that scene of battle, 
into the editorial office in New York, the 
Book of Job, relating disaster after dis- 
aster, loss after loss, tragedy after trag- 
edy! What practical use are we making 
of the Book? 


. “... and that man was perfect .. .” 

(Job 1:1).—Strong’s concordance defines 
the word “perfect” as “complete.” It 
does not imply that Job was sinless— 
as his confessions of sin reveal (Job 
40:4; 42:6)> He was upright and honest 
in all his dealings with his fellow men. 
He feared God; that is, he reverenced 
and regarded God. He brought God into 
all departments of his life. He eschewed 
evil. One commentator said, “This 
eschewed seemed a very unfamiliar 
word to me, so I looked it up in the 
dictionary and discovered it means ‘hav- 
ing nothing to do with.” His own 
homely comment was, “Eschewing evil 
is the opposite of chewing!” 


“Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am 
not heard .. .” (Job 19:7).—What an 
affecting plea for help, for sympathy, 
for understanding! But it is made in 
vain as far as Job’s three friends are 
concerned. They are doing their utmost 
to prove him a hypocrite, or a secret 
sinner. Their philosophy is that his ter- 
rible sufferings were the result of wick- 
edness or hypocrisy on his part. 

A man said the other day, “I must live 
right for this to happen to me,” refer- 
ring to some favorable circumstance. 
Such a statement feveals that the world’s 
philosophy has not changed since the 
days of Job. It can be summed up thus, 
“If -you live right, you will enjoy all 
good things, whereas if you do riot live 
right, evil will befall you.” Up to a 
certain point this philosophy is correct, 
but it does not explain the’ problem of 
suffering! . 

Job was living right. We have God’s 
testimony to that fact—yet he endured 
terrible suffering. Why? The main rea- 
son was to prove te Satan that Job would 
not curse God if he were deprived of 
material mercies. And even today the 
principalities and powers in heavenly 
places are learning the manifold wis- 
dom of God through His dealings with 
us who comprise the church (Eph. 3:10). 

Suffering is the common lot of the peo- 
ple of God, who in the main are “living 
right.” (We are not referring to intrinsic 
perfection, but to the bent of their lives.) 
Consider the varied and deep sufferings 
of the Apostle Paul who certainly, ac- 
cording to the world’s standard, was 
“living right” (2 Cor. 11:23-33). 


“He hath fenced up my way that I 
cannot pass...” (Job 19:8).—There are 
at least six things which Job says God 


} 
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is doing to, or against him: fenced up 
his way, set darkness in his paths, strip- 
ped him of his glory, takeh the crown 
from his head, destroyed him on every 
side, and cut off. his hope! 

This is a fearful arraignment of .God. 
Samuel Ridout says: “Well is it for 
Job that he is accusing infinite patience, 
or he might have had a taste of divine 
anger. But God bears with it all, wait- 
ing His own time to bring the poor, 
distracted man into His own holy pres- 
ence.” 


“Oh that I knew’where I might find 
him!” (Job 23:3.)—It is easily seen from 
the verses that follow this, that Job’s 
longing to find God was not due to his 
desire to be ravished with the Lord’s 
perfection, beauty, and excellence. Be- 
ing filled with the sense of his own inno- 
cence, and feeling that he is suffering 
wrongfully at.the hands of God, he ar- 
dently desires to find God’s judgment 
seat, or tribunal, in order to present his 
case. “He would come boldly into His 
presence and lay his case before Him, 


- with his mouth full of’arguments. He 


even challenges any reply from God, ‘I 
would know the words which he would 
answer me.’ So can a righteous man 
Speak when dat a distance from God. 
How different it was when he had his 
desire and God appeared to him!” (S. 
Ridout.) 


Even with the New Testament before , 
them, there are some dear saints who.’ 


speak after the manner of Job. We were 
,in a Christian home the other day, in 
whith the mother of a physically af- 
flicted daughter asked, “Why should God 
make her suffer thus when she told me 
she has not done one thing in her life 
of which she is ashamed?” 


“Behold, I go forward, but he is not 
there .. .” (Job 23:8).—“The Hebrew 
geographers faced the East: so before 
means east; behind means west; the left 
hand, the north; the right hand, the 
south” (A. R. Fausset). 

No matter where he looked, Job could 
not find God. He felt God was purposely 
eluding him, because He knew Job was 
innocént and that if He tried him, he 
would come forth as gold. Job felt that 
God was resolved to treat him as guilty 
and bring him to death (v. 13). 

Since Job uttered these strange words, 
God has been manifest in flesh (1 Tim. 
3:16). He is the Daysman for whom Job 
longed—and the Kinsman-Redeemer. 
Now, when He is sought with all one’s 
heart, He is found. He died for our sins, 
rose for our justification, and says, 
“Come unto me.” 

Horatius Bonar expressed his joy in 
finding the Lord in the following now 
famous words: 


I came to Jesus as I was, 
Weary and worn and sad; 

I found in Him a resting place, 
And He has made me glad. 


Wawona, CALir. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we begin the fourth 

quarter of the year with two lessons 
in the Book of Job. Job is not only a 
unique Book in the Bible, but it is 
unique in all literature, and as a liter- 
ary. masterpiece alone it stands at the 
top of the list. For the grandeur of 
the language employed and for the lofty 
conceptions of Almighty God and the 
universe which He’ created and main- 
tains, there is nothing in literature 


‘which excels it. Speaking of God in the 


ninth chapter, “He is wise in heart, and 
mighty in strength: who hath hardened 
himself against him, and hath prospered? 
Which removeth the mountains, and they 
know not: which overturneth them in 
his anger. Which shaketh the earth out 
of her place, and the pillars thereof 
tremble. Which commandeth the sun, 
and it riseth not; and sealeth up the 
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Lesson for October 3 


stars. Which alone spreadeth out the 
heavens, and treadeth upon the waves 
of the sea. Which maketh Arcturus, 
Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers 
of the south. Which doeth great things 
past finding out; yea, and wonders with- 
out number., Lo, he goeth by me, and 
I see him not: he passeth on also, but 
I perceive him not. Behold, he taketh 
away, who can hinder him2 who will 
say unto him, What doest thou?” (vs. 
4-12.) 

Job may not have known about light- 
years measuring six trillion miles, nor 
that 3,500 years after his time there 
would a 200-inch telescope on Mount 
Palomar which would penetrate many 
light years into the universe and take 
photographs of the farthest known dis- 
tant stars; but Job had a profound con- 
ception of the Creator and His majesty, 
which is infinitely deeper and higher 
than the conceptions of many modern 
scientists. 

Of course our main lesson from Job 
is in his patience under sore affliction. 
A tragic picture is this man, as he sits 
upon an ash heap, scraping his sores 
with a potsherd, surrounded by his sup- 
posed friends who criticize him and pro- 
claim that his. suffering has come as 
God’s judgment+upon him for sin. Even 
Job’s wife called upon him to “curse 
God, and die.” This man who was a 
prince in the land, with lands and flocks 
and herds and servants, a man described 
as “perfect and upright, and one that 
feared God, and eschewed evil” (chap. 
1:1) yet had suffered the loss of all his 

’ property, in addition to the sudden death 
of all his ten children. In all this Job 
exclaims, “Though he slay me, yet will 
I trust in him” (13:15), and in the clos- 
ing verse of our lesson text today, “But 
he knoweth the way that I take: when 
he hath tried me, I shall-come forth as 
gold” (28:10). 

In next week’s lesson we will learn 
how this mighty man came_out of all 
his testings—which God had permitted 
that we might have.a wonderful example 
of patience and trust in Him. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
ed 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR first two lessons this quarter are 

in the Book of Job. Then the next 

five are taken from the Book of Prov- 
erbs. Proverbs has been called “The 
Young Man’s Guide Book,” but there is 
a great deal in it for young women, too. 
So I would like each of you girls to read 
Proverbs through in the next few weeks, 
and to give a report on it. The first re- 
port will be due October 1, so the girl 
who chooses the first topic has only two 
weeks in which to read the thirty-one 
chapters! That means she will have to 
pread two or three chapters a day! 


Re- 
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member that when you choose your 
topic. The rest of you will have more 
time. 

I have made a slip for each of you so 
that you won't forget what to look for as 
you read Proverbs. I will read the slips 
to you, and then you may choose which 
Subject you would like to report on. 
(No. 1, for October 17.) Copy out all 
the phrases describipg fools, such as, 
“Fools despise wisdom and instruction” 
(Prov. 1:7). (No. 2, for October 24.) 
Copy out all the verses about women, 
sueh as, “A gracious woman retaineth 
honour” (Prov. 11:16). (No, 3, also for 
October 24.) Copy out the verses about 
How to bring up children, such as, “Train 
up a child in the way he should go” 
(Prov. 22:6). (No. 4, for October 31.) 
Copy out all the phrases about a lazy 
person. Look for the word “sluggard” 
or “slothful man.” (No. 5, for November 
7.) Write down everything you find 
about Wine or strong drink. (No. 6, also 
for November 7.) Write out the verses 
about the tongue. (No. 7, for November 
14.) Write down everything you find 
that is better than something else. You 
will find verses such as, “How much 
better is it to get wisdom than gold” 
(Prov. 16:16), and “A good name is 
rather to be chosen than great riches” 
(Prov. 22:1). - 

Who wants to look up the phrases 
about fools? It doesn’t seem a very nice 
topic, but it’s important for us to know 
what people the Lord calls fools, so that 
we can be just the opposite! The per- 
son taking that has only two weeks, re- 
member. Thank you, Joan. Who will 
take No. 2, No. 3, and so forth? Now if 
you all understand your assignments, 
we'll go on with the Book of Job. 

Job is one of the outstanding charac- 
ters of the Bible. He was outstanding in 
many different ways. Read Job 1:1 and 
see four good things God says about him. 
Let’s put them on the board: Perfect, up- 
right, feared God, eschewed evil. “Es- 
chewed evil” means that he hated sin 
and kept from it. Now read verses 2-5. 
What else have we learned about Job? 
(He was very rich—the greatest of all 
the men of the east; godly, offering sac- 
rifices to God for all his children.) 

Satan said that Job only served God 
because of the blessings He had given 
him, so God gave Satan permission to 
take them away. Satan took every single 
comfort out of Job’s life in one day! He 
lost all of his possessions, and every one 
of his ten children! The only reason 
Satan let Job keep his wife was because 
he knew that she was a trial to him, in- 
stead of a comfort. Read what Job said 
in Job 1:20, 21. Was Satan right in his 
opinion about him? (No.) But Satan 
did not admit that he was wrong. He 
said that a man cares more about him- 
self than anything else, and that if Job 
had to suffer in his own body, he would 
curse God to His face. Then God let 
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’ Satan bfing upon Job very painful boils 


from the top of his head to the soles of 
his feet! In his misery Job sat down 
among the ashes, but he did not curse 
God! 

As Job sat there, three of his supposed 
friends came to visit him. They were 
speechless at the awful change from his 
former wealth and important position. 
Because he was suffering so much, they 
stayed a week before they talked to him, 
Then one after ahother the three men 
made long speeches to Job, each one ac- 
cording to his own theory as to why Job 
had had such awful troubles. All three 
said it was Job’s own fault, accusing him 
of secretly sinning while pretending to 
be good. Were they right? (No.) They 
were entirely wrong. 

Read Job’s complaint in chapter 19:7- 
10. He tells how God has afflicted him, 
but still he does not curse God, as Satan 
had said that he would. Read verse 23 of 
this same chapter. God granted this re- 
quest of Job’s. His words were not only 
written in a book, they were recorded in 
the Book that shall last forever! 

The Lord says that Job was upright, 
God-fearing, and sin-hating. Turn to 
Job 29:7-11 and read what Job says about 
himself in answer to the cruel charges 
his friends had made against him. He 
had been highly honored by princes and 
nobles, by young and old. Because he 
was so wise, he had been asked to give 
the last word on any subject. Read on 
down to verse 17. He had been out- 
standingly kind and generous, helping 
people, not to increase his own power or 
popularity, but because they needed help. 
He had done all he could for everyone, 
yet his friends accused him of robbing 
the widows and fatherless! They had no 
proof of this whatever, but they supposed 
that trouble comes only as punishment. 

Now read Job 23:8-10. Job longed to 
come close to the Lord, and to talk with 
Him about his troubles. But he felt that 
the Lord was far away, and he couldn't 
understand why God let him suffer so. 
Job knew that the theories of his friends 
were not true. But though he could not 
understand, he still did not lose his faith 
in God. Read verse 10 again. Job still 
believed that God knew all about him, 
and would cause his troubles to end in 
blessing to himself. Romans 8:28 had 
not yet been written, but Job knew 
enough of the Lord to know that He de- 
sired only the good of His servant. We, 
who are living today, have God’s Word, 
so have much more light than Job had, 
but would we trust God as completely? 
When trouble comes upon us may we 
also say, “He knoweth the way that I 
take: when he hath tried me, I shall 
come forth as gold.” 

Next week, we will see why God al- 
lowed Job to suffer, and what a happy 
ending this story has! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Partial Surrender Will Not Do.—Ye 
shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your heart 
(Jer. 29:13, Golden Text). You remem- 
ber the story of St. Augustine, how, as 
the pain of his distracted life became 
more and more intolerable, he would 
go into the garden and pray, “Lord, save 
me from all my sins—but not quite yet.” 
Of course God did not answer that 
prayer because there was no prayer of- 
fered. Then, as God kept gaining upon 
him, he would go into the garden and 
pray, “Lord, save me from all my ‘sins, 
except one.” Once again there was no 
answer, because there had been no 
prayer. That is not a prayer which pro- 
poses to make a convenience of God. 
But we know how one day he went into 
the garden, and he heard the words, 
“Tolle, lege” (Take up and read); and 
he opened his Testament and read, “not 
in chambering and wantonness .. .” 
and so on, and he said, “Lord, save me 
from all my sins, and save me now.” 
And it? was as if the whole universe 
came pouring in light and peace and 
power into his life, giving us St. Augus- 
tine—From Record of Christian Work. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 

Judging God by the Day.—I cry out 
of wrong, but I am mot heard (Job 19:7). 
My young neighbor lost her pocketbook. 
The loss was especially hard to bear as 
the purse had contained three dollars 
of her very own “earned” money. All 
efforts to find it failed, and Suzy went 
to bed that night with tears not far away. 
The next morning a friend of the family 
asked her to come and stay with her 
small children. While she was there, 
Suzy helped clean the house, and when 
she came home she had two dollars that 
she had earned. Later in the day a 
neighbor needed her help and paid her 
another dollar,'so that yesterday’s loss 
was soon made up. When she went to 
bed that night she remarked to her 
mother, “You know, Mother, yesterday I 
began to think God didn’t like me very 
well, but today I guess He does after 
all.” How many of us, with many more 
years of experience behind us than 
Suzy’s twelve, are prone to judge God’s 
“liking” of us by the circumstances of 
the day or hour!—Personal. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 

Darkness That Comes From God.—He 
hath fenced up my way that I cannot 
pass, and he hath set darkness in my 
paths (Job 19:8). 

When darkness falls upon us, and our feet 

Are groping for the path, . 
We are so prone to think God must hav 


turned 
His face away in wrath, 
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Or has forgotten us, for darkness seems 
A dire and dreadful thing— 
Belov’d, ‘there is a darkness come fom 


The shadow of His wing. 

He uses darkness as a robe to cloak 
His power and majesty, 

His moving finger. How could God allow 
The eye of man to see 4 


Him work out His eternal purposes 
With great and certain hand? 
His Spirit moved when darkness was upon 
The formless deep and land; 
And “while it was yet dark,” on Easter 
morn, ~ 
The Son of God arose. 
Oh, child of God, fret not when darkness 
falls; 
Your Heavenly Father knows. 


His glory shines undimmed behind the 
veil. 
Wait while He works. Some day 
In His good time our God will shed His 
light 
Again upon your way! 
—From Martha Snell Nicholson, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Need for Hope.—Mine hope hath 
he removed like a tree (Job 19:10). Of 
all the galleries I have visited, among 
all the masterpieces I have viewed, the 
picture that stands. out most clearly now 
is one which I went to see again in the 
Tate Gallery in London—Frederic Watts’ 
“Hope.” All that one’ sees is a beautiful 
female figure seated upon a globe, and 
yet he can never forget that figure. She 
is blindfolded, and in her hand she holds 
a lute, of which all the strings but one 
are broken. The blindfolded girl is 
touching that one string with her hand, 
and her lovely head is bent toward it in 
the closest attention, earnestly waiting to 
catch the note of that one wire. So it 
was that Frederic Watts conceived of 
hope, triumphant over the world’s sin 
and sorrow, surviving its’ pain and dis- 
aster. In this simple and yet profound 
study there is infihite pathos and tender- 
ness, eternal hope! Perhaps one reason 
why I remember that painting more 
clearly than many of the descents from 
the cross, or transfigurations, is that I 
came back this summer with a deep im- 
pression that our world stands in sore 
need of a revival of hope.—From Clar- 
ence Macartney. Sent by Nena T. Dic- 
kerson, Chillicothe, IU. 


“Tell Him You Do Not Know How.”— 
Oh that I knew ...! (Job 23:3.) I heard 
Dr. Jowett say a great thing once. I was 
preaching in Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, and 
he was to have one Sunday in the midst 
of my time. He came, and spoke about 
the woman Who came, who pushed her 
way through the crowd, saying, “If I may 
but touch his garment, I shall be whole.” 
He exhorted his great congregation, and 
said, “Touch Him—touch ‘ Him—touch 
Him, and you shall be healed.” In his 
message he anticipated someone’s saying, 
“But I do not know how to touch Him. 
He is not here; I cannot see Him. -I do 
not know how to touch Him.” Then said 
the great preacher, “Tell Him you do not 


. 
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know how to touch Him, -and that, will 
touch Him.”—From Dr. T. T. Shields, in 
the Gospel Witness. Sent by J. B. Den- 
gis, Hamilton, Ont., Can. 


Superfluous Leaves.—Will he plead 
against me with his great power? No; 
but he would put strength in me (Job 
23:6). Gotthold once visited a man who 
was in deep trouble, and who was con- 
tinually complaining. When Gotthold 
reached the house, he was told by the 
family that he would find the man in the 
back yard. There he was engaged in 
cleaning a grapevine of its superfluous 
leaves. “Owing to the rains,” he ex- 
plained, “this vine is overgrowg with 
superfluous wood and leaves, so the sun 
eannot get to the grapes to ripen them. 
IT have to prune them away that the vine 
may bring its fruit to maturity.” “Does 
this vine resist and oppose you?” Gott- 
hold asked. “No,” was the answer. 
“Then why,” he was asked, “are you dis- 
pleased with the gracious God that He 
should do to you what your vine must 
not be displeased that you do to it?”— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. Prize illus- 
tration. 

Trials That Strengthen.—But he know- 
eth the way that I take: when he hath 
tried me, I shall come forth as gold (Job 
23:10). I recall the occasion, when a boy, 
that an elderly gentleman invited me to 
accompany him to his farm to cut young 
hickory trees to’ be used in making ax 
handles. As we walked through the 
woods, we noticed many inviting looking 
young hickory trees, and I said, “Mr. 
Smith, there stands a good-looking tree.” 
But Mr. Smith replied, “Let’s go to the 
top of the hill where the trees have been 
exposed to the weather and tested by the 
wind. We will find the trees much 
stronger there, where they have been 
rocked back and forth by the wind. 
These trees will make much stronger 
handles.” Is it not true that when we 
are exposed to temptations—rocked back 
and forth by the tempter—and come 
through without yielding, we become 
much stronger Christians?—From per- 
sonal experience. Sent by W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

How Job. Faced Trouble 

(Job 1:1-3, 13-15, 20, 22) 
HAT was the worst trouble that 
ever happened to you? What did 
you do—cry or pray or go into a temper 
tantrum? But you never had so many 
troubles happen to you all at once as a 
man named Job! He was a good man, 
too! “Perfect and upright.” He was 
complete in all the things our measuring 
stick measures life by. (He probably 
did not have a Bible in those days, but 
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he knew the laws of God some other 
way.) He measured “right up,” as per- 
fect as a man could: be. 

Job was very, very rich, the greatest 
man in all the East. He had pastures 
and pastures of stock. (If you have flan- 
nelgraph figures, make this account con- 
crete by placing a figure for Job in the 
center of the board; and put a few ani- 
mals of each kind at the corners of the 
board with a strip of paper above each 
one giving the number.) He had 7,000 
sheep; 1,000 oxen; 3,000 camels;*and 500 
donkeys. He had many servants to do 
the work. (Place a few.on the board.) 
There were his wife and a happy family 
of seven boys and three girls. (Place 
the family about Job in the center of the 
board.) 

When the children grew up (remove 
all the figures) and had their own homes, 
they still had birthday parties each year 
and all got together to feast and have 
a family reunion. When the parties were 
over, Father Job used to offer a sacrifice 
for each child in case he had sinned and 
forgotten God in the midst of his good 
times. (Place a blazing altar before 
Job.) 

Job shared what he had with others 
and helped those in trouble. Think of 
all the food he could raise with five hun- 
dred pairs of oxen to do the plowing, be- 
sides the donkeys! Think of all the 
clothes that could be made with the 
wool from seven thousand sheep! So Job 
never turned away those who needed 
help, the widows, the orphans, the lame. 
(Put figures for them before Job.) 

But one day—(tell the bad news from 
verses 13-19, as each of four messengers 
enters). Did Job cry, or pray, or lose 
his temper? He cried, or, rather, he did 
what men used to do in those days to 
show they felt bad: he tore his robe and 
cut off his hair. He prayed. ,But what 
a wonderful prayer! Instead of com- 
plaining because he had lost everything, 
he thanked God for what he had had, 
and loved God still. “I came into this 
world without anything, and without 
anything I will go back. The Lord gave, 
and the Lord has taken away. Blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” No, there 
was no temper or grumbling about his 
trouble, ‘ 

, Then later, more trouble! Jéb came 
down with the worst disease—a kind of 
leprosy! He was a burning, itching sore 
all over! And one never got well of that 
disease! He left his nice home and went 


out and sat on the dump of ashes. His 
wife said: .“What’s the use of being 
good? Curse God, and die!” Three 


friends from far’ away came to “sympa- . 


thize and cheer him up. They said, “Job, 
you must have sinned something awful 
to have all this happen to you!” But the 
worst was, Job couldn’t seem to find 
God. How he wanted to go to Him and 
explain how wrong it was to let all this 
‘happen to him! 

Why do you suppose God let it happen 
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to him? and your troubles to you? We 
will talk about that next Sunday. If 
only we had room, we ought to put a P 
for patience on our measuring stick! 
Boys and girls need to grow in that as 
well as Job. “Blessed be the name of 
the Lord” (Job/1:21, Memory Verse). 
Orono, MAINE: 
e +4 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ws ween why do so many things 
happen to me? Have I been a 
bad boy? Is God punishing me? Doesn't 
God love me? All these things don’t 
happen to Dan and Dale” David had 
been crying and had crawled up into 
Mommy’s lap, his pretty blue eyes full 
of questions. 
Back of David’s heartache lay many 
things, He had been sick—very, very 
sick. Then he had trouble with his eyes. 
That meant that even though he was 
little, he had to wear big thick glasses. 
And no boy, even when he is six, like 
David, likes glasses! His whole little 
world had crumbled on top of him, it 
seemed, when he had fallen off his 
bicycle and broken his arm. As if that 
had not been enoygh, when the doctor 
had set it, something had happened, and 
David had to go back to the hospital and 
have the doctor break it again and set 
it again. And then, even worse, one 
awful day the doctor had to break it an- 
other time and set it once more. Finally, 
after many hot summer weeks, the cast 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 768) 

1. While opinion differs widely, it is 
not unlikely that Job is the oldest Book 
of the Bible. 

2. The problem of the suffering of the 
righteous. 

3. A spiritual conflict, in which the 
saint is the battleground (Job 1:6-12; 
2: 16). 

4. Ezekiel 14:14, 20; James 5:11. 

5. Six: his wife. (2:9); his three 
friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar (2: 
11 to 32:1); Elihu (32:2 to 37:24); God 
(38:1 to 41:34). 

6. That all suffering is a direct outcome 
of and in proportion to one’s own sins. 

7. It threw him on the defensive. 

8. As evidences of an unaccountable 
enmity on God’s part (19:7-10, and many 
other passages). 

9. He called for a tribunal with God 
as the Judge (23:3-10, and other pas- 
sages) : 

10. By confessions of sin which never- 
theless did not retract his affirmations 
of integrity. See chapter 9. 

Etmuovrst, ILL, 
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came off.. But poor little David's arm 
was still out of shape and he could not 
use it correctly. 

Little wonder is it, then, that David 
asked, “Mommy, why do so many things 
happen to me? Have I been a bad boy? 
Is God punishing me? Doesn't God love 
me? All these things don’t happen to Dan 
and Dale.” (Dan and Dale are David's 
younger brothers. That does not mean, 
however, that they are his “little” broth- 
ers. No, indeed. As a matter of fact, 
older David is really the “little” brother.) 

Mother knew, of course, that one day 
David had received the Lord Jesus as 
his Saviour. She knew that he was a 
member of the family of God. She knew, 
too, that God loved big-little David very 
much. And she was positive that the lov- 
ing, Heavenly Father is too good to be 
unkind and too wise to make mistakes. 
But because Mother, too, had had many 
heartaches when she was David's age, 
she understood why David wohdered, “Is 
God punishing me?” 

“Oh, no, honey. God does not punish 
His children. unkindly. There are par- 
ticular reasons why things like this come 
into the life of a Christian. Things like 
this do not simply ‘happen.’ They are 
planned. , God’s way is perfect, you 
know.” First Mother showed David the 
verse in Psalm 18:30 that tells.that God's 
way is perfect. Then she turned to the 
Book of Job, which is the Book right 
ahead of the Book of Psalms in the Bible. 

“Long, long ago, probably before any 
other Bible book was written, the Book 
of Job was written. ‘Originally it was a 
very beautiful poem. And it told about 
@ man whose name was Job. Job had 
many wonderful things: sons, daughters, 
sheep, camels, oxen, mules, and many 
servants. He must have been a very 
wealthy man. (See 1:2, 3.) And Job 
loved God. But all of a sudden, a ter- 
rible thing happened! First of all, some 
traveling traders stole Job’s oxen and 
mules. Then they killed the servants 
who cared for the oxén and mules. Al- 
most immediately after that, sharp light- 
ning struck and burned up Job’s sheep 
and the servants who were shepherding 
the’ sheep. At the same time some rov- 
ing robbers stole Job’s camels and killed 


* the servants who took care of the camels. 


A big hurricane blew down the house 
where Job’s sons‘and daughters were 
and killed the young ‘men. Oh, David, 
can you imagine so many terrible things 
happening to one man?” 

“Was he being punished for some- 
thing?” David wanted to know. 

-“No, God .was testing Job.” Mother 
loved to talk to David about God’s Book. 
“You see, Satan had charged that the 
only reason that Job loved God was beé- 
cause he had so many things. But God 
permitted these things to be taken away 
from Job in this kind of test, to prove 
that no matter how little or how much 
Job had, he would still love God devo- 
tedly. And surely enough, after his - 
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things were stolen or ruined by light- 
ning and the hurricane, Job lay down on 
the ground with his-face touching the 
earth, and worshiped God. He loved 
God with his whole heart, even though 
he was sad about losing the many things 
that he held dear. Discipline is not 
pleasant, David; it is painful. But those 
who are trained by discipline, grow to 
be strong Christian men and women. 
(See Heb. 12:7-11, Williams’ Transla- 
tion.) And somehow, because of the 
tests thatewyou have had, God is going to 
use you!” 

And David’s mother is right. God will 
use him for Himself. 


LANCASTER, Pa, 
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Crowning Christ King 
(Continued from second page) 


tribulation, that we may be able to com- 
fort them which are in any trouble, by 
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God” (2 Cor. 1:3, 4). A 
man, disconsolate over the loss of all 
earthly possessions, was asked by a little 
lad why he was sad. He discouraged the 
boy and several times sent him away. 
Finally, to silence the lad’s persistency, 
he told him he mourned because he had 
no money. The boy handed him a penny 
—his only possession, which so touched 
the man and encouraged him that he 
was spurred to make a spectacular re- 
covery. 

When we were poor and wretched— 
when all to us was lost—God gave His 
dearest possession to restore us. Can we 
not give a little sympathy where it is 
needed? 

4. Next comes sharing, or co-operation. 
We have already spoken of sharing joys 
and sorrows. The little lad Shared his 
money. 

The rebuke of the prodigal’s father to 
the son who already had more than he 
needed is evidence that we must not ex- 
pect more than our share of the family 
resources to be expended on us. More- 
over, all must share in the family tasks, 
that each may have his or her share of . 
available time for other interesting and 
profitable pursuits. Martha lost much 
because she did not take full advantage 
of opportunities to sit at Jesus’ feet. 

“Casting all your care upon him; for 
he careth*for you” (1 Pet. 5:7). Our 
Saviour not only shares, but shoulders 
all our cares. He told all that were bur- 
dened to come unto Him for rest. As we 
share the yoke with Him to ease our own 
load, so we make it easier for others 
when we share mutual tasks and woes. 

Faith must also be shared by telling 
others in the home, in the world, and in 
the foreign fields of our own experiences 
with His faithfulness, not only to save; 
but to protect and keep. 

The better we build our homes on the 
foundation of Christ the Rock, and keep 
them in repair and improve them with 
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the materials of obedience, unselfishness, 
loyalty, and sharing, the more effectual 
will be our service. It was vital Chris- 
tian living in both individyal and family 
life in the days of the early church that 
“turned the world upside down” (Acts 
17:6). 

How are we to insure all this proper 
relationship? _We must seek His will by 
reading His Word. The Lord Jesus said, 
“My meat is to do the will of him that 
sent me.” How often Christ quoted the 
Law and the Prophets, because He was 
so familiar with them! Oh, that it might 
be said of each of us “that from a child 
thou hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. 
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3: 15-17). 

We must also seek His will by prayer 
and communion. It has been well said 
that “the prayer meeting is the power- 
house of ,the church.” James tells us 
that “the effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.” Think 
of how often it is recorded of the Lord 
Jesus that He drew apart in prayer, 
which would be but a small part of His 
complete prayer life. If the Son of God 
found it necessary to draw inspiration 
and strength from God through prayer, 
how much more necessary it is for us! 

Besides individual reading, commu- 
nion, and prayer, there should be definite 
family times as well. As the individual 
makes up the Church, so he makes up 
the family, and we must have fellowship 
one with another. Moreover, this is the 
command of God: “And these words, 
which I command thee this day, shall be 
in thine heart: and thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy, children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when ‘thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up. And thou shalt 
bind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between 
thine eyes. And thou shalt write them 
upon the posts of thy house, and on thy 
gates” (Deut. 6:6-9). 

We should be so steeped in God’s Word 
that it should almost be mixed with the 
brick and mortar of our homes! Cer- 
tainly it should be instilled into our very 
existence there. But we are living in 
the age of growing apostasy, and we 
must not let the Devil creep in to lull 
us away from God! 

If we are to get back where God wants 
us to be in individual obedience. and 
proper service to Him, we must restore 
these broken family altars. We must 
want His will, read His will, pray for 
His will, and practice His will. We must 
crown Christ King in the home, “begin- 

ning at Jerusalem,” so that we may ef- 
fectively witness elsewhere. 


All scripture is given by inspira- | 
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and frequently leads the singing at the 
Victorious Life Conferences at America’s 
Keswick. He replied as follows: 

“Your letter to THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times concerning the use of certain 
musical instruments in. the church or 
Sunday school orchestra was referred to 
me shortly before our Chorale left on 
its spring. concert tour. I might have 
made a brief and somewhat cursory re- 
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Without seeing a sample of Tabernacle 
Hymns Number Five the Rev. Richard 
Jackson, Jr. of New Troy, Michigan, 
as a result of a phone conversation or- 
dered 100 copies. He writes as follows: 
Gentlemen: 

We ordered our books on Friday and received them 
Saturday. I call this wonderful service. The hymnals 
ee ee eT 

I have not heard one adverse comment . 
has said how fine they are. Pasenclie | kat ean 
number of different hymnals and believe that Tabernacle 
Hymns Number Five is superior to any. 

Rev. Richard Jackson, Jr., Pastor 
New Troy Brethren Church 
New Troy, Michigan 
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new enthusiasm to your congrega- 
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School and impart to all a new 
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them Tomorrow !! 
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TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
352-L4 N. Waller Avé., Chicago 44, Ill. 


Gentlemen; Please let me see your new sample 
copy of Tabernacle Hymns Number Five as we 
need new song books. . (PLEASE PRINT) 
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ply at once, but I felt your letter de- 
served a more detailed and thorough 
answer. The problem is so vital that I 
took the liberty of reading your letter 
to our class in Church Music Problems. 
We spent the entire hour and part of 
another in discussing the matter. I took 
your letter with me on tour, hoping to 
find opportunity to answer it, but we 
had” to cover better than one hundred 
miles a day, singing from one to three 
times daily, so it was practically im- 
possible. 

“In order to reach any adequate basis 
for judgment we need to understand the 
situation which confronts us in our 
church’ music today. Music in general 
has followed two trails. Christian music 
moved northward from Palestine, through 
Asia Minor into Italy, where for cen- 
turies it developed and grew, reaching 
a high peak under Palestrina. Thence 
through Germany, northern Europe, and 
England it reached our own land. Men 
like Bach, Mendelssohn, Handel, and 
many others gave to it a tremendous 
impetus which was further developed 
by great Christian musicians here in 
America. Pagan music, on the other 
hand, spread southward through Egypt 
and thence both eastward into Asia and 
southward into Africa, where it is still 
rampant today in its Devil dances and 
drunken religious orgies, its naked, 
leaping savages and thumping tom-toms. 
Within our own lifetime we have wit- 
nessed the growing conflict between 
these two types of music. Just at the 
time when missionary endeavor was af 
its height in Africa and Christian music 
was invading that dark continent, sud- 
denly this pagan music sprang into life 
in the honky-tonks of Louisiana. It 
spread into the big population centers 
of the South and thence on the wings of 
Alexander’s Ragtime Band over’the con- 
tinent. 

“Today we are witnessing a double 
conflict in our churches: one theological, 
the other musical. In the theological 
field there are those who take a very 
tolerant attitude, in the belief that there 
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is room for both Liberalism and Con- 
servatism, Modernism and _ so-called 
Fundamentalism in the church. Others 
of us believe there can never be any 
compromise and that belief in the infal- 
lible, inerrant Word of God is ‘funda- 
mental.’ The same attitude seems to 
exist in the musical field in our churches. 
Often an easy tolerance toward this 
pagan type of music with its jazz and 
cheap syncopation and its so-called 
Christian vaudeville exists, and our 
young people are being lured away from 
the highest Christian standards. This is 
partly due to the modern trend perhaps, 
but the chief fault lies in the lack of 


.discernment in the leaders of our young 


people—a failure to distinguish between 
good and bad, between Christian and 
pagan. Christian music is characterized 
by a smooth horizontal flow of music 
irresistibly moving forward in broad, 
sweeping lines. The movement of pagan 
music is vertical, thumping, up and 
down, recalling the tom-tom. It appeals 
to the feet and body movement and is 
sensual. Christian music appeals to the 
heart and is uplifting and spiritual. 
“Now with this very brief background 
in mind, you can readily see that cer- 


‘tain instruments lend themselves to the 


smooth flow of tone, such as the organ, 
strings (violin, cello, etc.), and wind in- 
struments (both wood and brass), which 
depend upon the breath for their sound. 
Others inject a ‘thump’ no matter how 
skillfully played: percussion instruments 
such as the drums, plucked instruments 
such as the guitar, and to a lesser extent 
the mandolin and banjo. The saxophone 
is characteristic of another element in 
jazz music, namely, its slurs and ‘upper 
cuts... The consecrated musician who 
plays his saxophone as unto the Lord is 
working under terrific handicap, both 
because of the association of that in- 
strument and its peculiar adaptation to 
jazz, and because of the nature and tone 
of the instrument itself. 

“Again, with this baekground in mind, 
I believe you will come to the conclu- 
sion that without question there are 
some instruments which by their very 
nature will ‘detract from the spirituality 
of the service’ because they are bound 
to inject a ‘thump, thump, thump’ or a 
slur which destroys that irresistible 
smooth flow of the music. F 

“It would seem to me that the prob- 
lem is this: we want to encourage the 
use of musical talents which can be 
so greatly used in His service whenever 
the way is opened. But we also should 
encourage the right choice of instru- 
ments which will glorify Him and which 
are adapted to the type of music we 
wish to produce.” 


Job’s troubles began in Satan’s malice, 
which God restrained; his restoration 
began in God’s mercy, which Satan could 
not Oppose.—Matthew Henry. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
by John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, October g 


1. Facing Uncertainty 
(Matt. 24:3-13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International » 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HERE will be no disagreement in our 
young people’s group that we are 
living today in times of uncertainty— 
uncertainty created by the terrible threat 
of atomic warfare; uncertainty because 
of the interruption of education for many 
young people, and the necessity of enter- 
ing military service; uncertainty due to 
the alarming advances of Communism in 
many parts of the world; uncertainty 
caused by the unrest even among democ- 
racies, and the perplexity of statesmen 
and leaders. Even in many religious 
circles there is uncertainty due to the 
lack of a clear note of assurance con- 
cerning the fundamentals of the fafth, 
doubts concerning the Scriptures, the 
miracles, the deity of the Lord Jesus, 
and the like. And there is small comfort 
or reassurance in the realization that 
down through the ages, ever since sin 
entered into the world, there has been 
uncertainty. The specific causes for it 
have been different in different times, 
but the uncertainty has been there, and 
to many it seéms to be deepening. 
we 
It was not so many years ago that the 
world was told that we were fighting 
World War I as “a war to end all war,” 
and political and religious leaders 
painted rosy pictures of the time that 
was just ahead, when nations would set- 
tle their differences at the conference 
table rather than on the battlefield, 
Within the memory of.most of us, we 
have heard about the four freedoms that 
were to be gained by World War II— 
freedom from fear, freedom from want, 
freedom of speech and assembly, and 
freedom to worship according to the dic- 
tates of our own consciences. Yet today 
an alarmingly large portion of the world 
knows nothing of these freedoms for 
‘S which many thousands bled and died. It 
is small wonder that some statesmen 
frankly throw up their hands in despair, 
or that individuals caught in the toils 
of impossible circumstances turn to sui- 
cide as a way out, or seek to drown their 
Gifficulties in alcohol or unbridled pleas- 
ure or lawlessness, saying, “What differ- 
ence does it make? Tomorrow we may 
all be killed or maimed anyway.” 
we 
And there is no virtue in sticking one’s 
head’ in the sand and making believe 
that difficulties and uncertainties do not 
exist. No help can be found in fooling 
ourselves by repeating over and over 
that things are getting better and our 
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troubles will soon be over, when down 
in our hearts we know \that this is not 
true. 4 


But followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ need not be driven to any of these 
devices even though the prospect is be- 
coming darker and more uncertain as 
the days pass. Those who are trusting in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and in His Word 
need not be fearful, or uncertain, or dis- 
quieted, for they will see in the clouds 
that are growing heavier day by day a 
corroboration of God’s Word. There 
will be some who will cry, “Calamity 
howler!” whenever Christians intimate 
that conditions are not to get better, and 
yet that is exactly what God’s Word 
teaches us to expect. In the Scripture 
portion assigned for this week’s topic, the 
Lord Jesus sought to forewarn His dis- 
ciples that there would continue to be 
wars and rumors of wars; that nation 
would continue to rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom, that there 
would be famines and pestilences and 
earthquakes, and that these would be only 
the beginning of sorrows compared to the 
Great Tribulation that would come upon 
the world before He would return. He 
showed them that there would be many 
false prophets and teachers arise and 
many would be deceived, that iniquity 
would abound, and that the love, or 
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Christian faith, of many would grow 
cold. ie 


That the world is not to get better and 
better until the Lord Jesus.Christ shall 
come is borne out also by 2 Thessaloni- 
ans 2:3, “Let no man deceive you by any 
means: for that day [the Day of Christ] 
shall not come, except there come a fall- 
ing away first.” The Book of Jude also 
warns believers that ungodly men will 
creep into the very church of Christ, 
and that there will be those, in the latter 
days, that will despise dominion, or law- 
ful rule, will speak evil of dignitaries, 
who will be mockers, and murmurers, 
and complainers, and apostate . teachers. 


Christian believers, while not rejoic- - 


ing that such things are coming to pass, 
nevertheless need not be cast down or 
taken by surprise by them. On the 
contrary, the Lord Jesus Himself admon- 
ishes us that when we see these things 
beginning to take place we are to “look 
up, and lift up” our heads, for we shall 
know by this that the coming of the 
Lord Jesus is not far away (Luke 21:28). 
What is more, we are admonished, in 
view of all these uncertainties that are 
about us, to “stand fast, and hold the 
traditions which ye have been taught, 
whether by word,.or our epistle. Now 
our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, 
even our Father, which hath loved us, 
and hath given us everlasting consola- 
tion and good hope through grace, com- 
fort your hearts, and stablish you in 
every good word and work” (2 Thess. 
2:15-17). , 

In Jude 20-23 we are instructed, “Build- 
ing up yourselves on your most holy 
faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep 
yourselves in the love of God, looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
eternal life. And of some have compas- 
sion, making a difference: and, others 
save with fear; pulling them out of the 
fire; hating even the garment spotted by 
the flesh.” We may not know what is in 
the future, but'we know One who holds 
the future in His hands, who is upon the 
throne, and who has promised to care 
for everyone who will put his trust in 
Him. we 


While not holding aloof from every’ 
reasonable effort to promote peace in the 
world and among our fellow men, never- 
theless we shall not be deceived into 
thinking that any such efforts will ever 
usher in an era of permanent peace and 
blessing. Only the return of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the setting up of His 
righteous, impartial government over the 
nations of the world can bring this to 
pass. So we may pray with confidence 
with John, the apostle, “Even so come, 
Lord Jesus,” knowing that this is the 
only way that wars will be made to 
cease, and that fears and uncertainties 
in this old world will be banished. 
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“Missionary Equipment Service” 





EVERAL services that furnish sup- 

plies to missionaries and Christian 
workers at reduced prices have been in 
existence for some time. One of the 
newer groups is the Missionary Equip- 
ment Service, of which the president is 
Mr. H, Coleman Crowell, vice-president 
of Moody Bible Institute. (The Mis- 
sionary Equipment Service is not a de- 
partment of the Institute.) The state- 
ment of purpose accompanying its list 
of supplies declares: 


The gifts of friends of Missions have 
made it possible to furnish items of 
equipment and supplies to evangelical 
missionaries at subsidized prices. . . 
Missionary Equipment Service desires 
to assist in all practical ways selected 
Protestant evangelical missionaries and 
organizations. The Corporation was 
formed with a deep sense of the world’s 
need, and an earnest desire, constrained 
by the love of Christ and the hope of 
His coming, to be of Christian service 
to those who are declaring the geod news 
of salvation to the unsaved people of 
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There is also a sound doctrinal basis 
of seven points, to which all who use 
the Service are required to agree. 

The Service can supply public address 
systems, tape recorders, typewriters, 
cameras, projectors, screens, duplicators, 
some cars and station wagons, power 
tools, watches, tires, phonographs, vita- 
mins, stoves, radios, and other useful 
equipment. The information is com- 
piled on handy six-hole notebook sheets 
of the “Lefax” type. 

Full information may be obtained from 
the Missionary Equipment Service, 679 
N. Wells St., Chicago 10, 


we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 27 to October 3 


Mon.—Job 1:1-5.. A God-Fearing Man. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Job... was per- 
fect and upright, and one that feared 
God, and eschewed evil.” The text gives 
man’s testimony of Job’s godly life. God 
also testified to the qualitieg of Job’s 
life, in that he describes him to Satan in 
the very words of our text (v. 8). Job 
had to be tested as gold is tried in the 
fire, that this and the unseen world 
might discover what God can produce in 
a son of Adam by His grace. Are you 
one of God’s samples before the people 
you live with, and before your ever- 
watchful archenemy Satan? Grace is 
sufficient for all. Pray for the Tokyo 
Theological Seminary, « 


Tues.—Job 1:6-12. In Favor With God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou hast 
blessed the work of his hands.” Satan 
well understood the character of Job 
and that his prosperity came from the 
Lord. The discontinuation of God's 
favor to Job would cause the man to 
lose love to God, so thought Satan. Un- 
der tests of the most terrible character 
Job stood. The little blessing Job lost in 
the period of testing was hardly worth 
mentioning with that blessing which God 
gave after he had patiently endured. 
Light afflictions work out eternal weight 
of glory for the faithful. Pray for Chris- 
tian students in Japan. o- 


Wed.—Job 1:13-22. The Test of Adversity. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Inyall this Job 
sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.” 
Many begin to slip spiritually when their 
possessions slip from their grasp. They 
have not learned the joy and blessedness 
of glorying in tribulations. They find 
themselves verging upon murmuring and 
complaining. Nothing pleases the Devil 
more than to have Christians blame the 
Lord for evils perpetrated by their dia- 
bolical enemy Satan. There is danger 
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among Christians of this sinful reaction. 
This is indicated in 1 Corinthians 10:10, 
and should be noted carefully by every 
child of God. Satan gets a great advan- 
tage over murmuring, complaining Chris- 
tians (see v. 10). Pray for great bless- 
ing upon missionaries working to give 
the Gospel to Chinese in Borneo. 


Thurs.—Job 2:1-13. Job’s Integrity. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In all this did 
not Job sin with his lips.” A man who 
can bridle his tongue is a perfect man 
(see Jas. 3:2).. In most people “the 
tongue .. . is an unruly evil, full of 
deadly poison. Therewith bless we God, 
even the Father; and therewith curse we 
men, which are made after the simili- 
tude pf God. Out of the same mouth 
proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so to 
be” (Jas. 3:8-10). Although Job kept 
well his tongue before men, yet he had 
to lay his hand upon his mouth before 
God ‘(Job 42:3). Pray for God’s pro- 
vision for inadequately housed mission- 
aries in Japan. 


Fri—Job 19:7-22. ‘Pathetic Self-Pity. 

PRAYER Succestions: “Have pity upon 
me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends; 
for the hand of God hath touched me.” 
Job uses more than forty personal pro- 
nouns in pitying himself before his 
friends. Job’s sorrow for himself inten- 
sified his emotional nature. As pity for 
himself increased, he sought to use it to 
arouse tender emotions in his friends. 
The pathos of it is miost arresting. Let 
all sorrowing souls company with Job. 
Remember the patience of Job” (Jas. 5: 
11). Pray for the Church in China. 


Sat.—Job 19:21-29. The Rebound of Faith. 


PRAYER SuGGcESTIONS: “I know that my 
redeemer liveth.” Job returned sud- 
denly to hope. Faith was tested to the 
limit, yet Job remembered God. The 
enemy oppressed, but God came to the 
rescue of His tried one. “Rejoice not 
against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, 
I shall arise” (Mic. 7:8). As Job held 
fast to God’s faithfulness so must we 
also no matter what befalls. “Though he 
slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13: 
15), is the cry of victorious faith. Pray 
that you may never murmur or complain 
during the disciplines of life. 


Sun.—Psalm 13. Trust in God’s Mercy. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “But I have 
trusted in thy mercy.” Someone has 
defined faith as “trusting God in the 
dark.” Our eyes have never seen 
God, but we know His perfections and 
faithfulness by His Word. We can 
rely upon His character and prom- 
ises./ The “I will’s” and “They shall’s” 
of Scripture are like checks on the 
Bank of Heaven. They are given to 
believers for their endorsement and 
for their spiritual and material sus- 
tentation. Trust God, and distrust 
your fears, Pray for new mission- 
aries learning tribal languages. 
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